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CORPORATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY STATEMENT

The Volta River Authority (herein referred to as “the Authority”) is a public power utility and supplies electricity
to industries and mining companies as well as distribution companies in Ghana. The Authority commits to
ensuring continuous improvement of environmental performance that minimizes potential impacts of all its
operations on the environment in accordance with the principles of sustainable development and complying
with national and international environmental protection regulations.

In respect of the above, VRA will:

¥ Make environmental considerations a priority in all business planning and decision-making
and comply with relevant national and international environmental protection regulations.
2. Take reasonable steps to mitigate the impact of its actions with regard to the development,

operation and management of its assets.

VRA will thus pursue the following specific objectives:
a. Develop and implement Environmental Management Systems for all its business units to:

i Assess environmental impact of processes, operations and products.

ii. Focus on pollution prevention and waste reduction.

il Ensure compliance with national/international environmental protection regulations.

iv. Set annual environmental targets to ensure continuous improvements.

V. Monitor and report on environmental performance as required to the appropriate
stakeholders.

b. Ensure minimum environmental impact of VRA’s projects and take adequate steps to
mitigate any such anticipated adverse impacts as far as is practicable.
5. Promote environmental awareness and individual sense of responsibility among its

employees through print material for distribution, safety meetings, and the corporate website
which will continue to be updated, and provide adequate empowerment and training for
personnel to perform environmental jobs satisfactorily.

d. Support research efforts on materials, products, processes and pollution reduction
techniques that are directly related to its operations.

e. Contribute to the development of public policy and programmes that enhance environmental
awareness and protection.

f. Promote open communication on environmental issues.

Q. Undertake projects and programmes in collaboration with relevant agencies to preserve the

Volta Lake resource, and reasonably restore/mitigate ecological imbalance caused by the
creation of the lake.

h. Undertake projects and programmes to mitigate the impact on the livelihood of individuals
and communities displaced or affected by VRA's developmental projects.

VRA shall design evaluation procedures for all processes that fall under this policy to ensure that these
processes comply. Deficiencies, in the policy or in the evaluation procedure, shall be addressed as required.

Each employee of VRA is charged to exercise his or her responsibility on behalf of VRA to assure that the
intentions of this Ew Statement are diligently carried out.

A -] s S k&
Approved: ....\...... 'A"J\‘/j Date: 1"”@":“”'\!
Emmanuel Antwi-Darkwa

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

VOLTA
e
s us AUTHORITY
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Ai35MW Solar Power Roject: Upper WesRegional ProjectSite® ( her eérredatd t er
either & t h ee cit Pa)wlpr power project idevelopmet) locatedwithin Kaleo in the
NadowliKaleo District and Lawrdn the LawraMunicipal, all in the Upper West Region of
Ghana.The projectis being developed inwo phases by utilizindour (4) separat sites wih a

total land area of 9179Ha. The projectis beingdevelopedy theVolta River Autority (VRA)

and is partly financed by the KfW DevelopmentBank (KfW). A StakeholderEngagement
Report datedDec. 2017 was prepad in line with the equiremats of the Enwronmental &
Social Action Plan developedby KfW following the Environmatal and $cial Due Diligence
review of theEnvironmental Impact assessmeBtA) Rejort for the poject KfW hasfurther
requestedor the preparation of standloneStakeholdelEngagemen®lan (SEP)for the poject

This SEP has therefore been developed in ordeo guide sakelolder consultations and
communications during the developmh and execution of the Project, while also meeting the
requirements ofKfW and that of the World Bank Environmental andocial Standards
Framework The overall objective of the SEP is to define a stakehéder engagenert, public
information disclosure and consutation process that will be implemented as patt of the Project by
VRA. The national and internationategulatory context within which is required for the
developmenbf the SEP has beeuliscussedThe projectsettingsof the Kaleoand Lawra sites
hawe beerdescribedo show the€eaturesandthosewho could directly be affected by tipeoject
andwould haveto be egaged.The SEPalsooutlineshow theVRA has pioritized the various
stakeholdegroups and devigkappropride and aceptable approaches eéngag@ them within the
life of the Project.The SEPhighlights the methods tha will be used by VRA to communicae
with peqle ard stakehtder groups who may be affected by or intereste in the Projed
operdions ard adivities.

A summary of the variousngagements undertaken to ensure thathallitlentified stakeholders
gain a bette understanding of the projelsds been described summary of the main inquiries,
propcsals ad concerns raisebly the stakeholdsrduring thee various comunity engigements
eventsandthe responses provided are quglil Key participants duringthe varous engagements
are also listed Based onthe issue rased at he projectbriefings during thedesignand EIA
Phasesstatus quaonditions of the study area and the naturehef prgposed development, the
key issues of concerthat must be considereggarding stakelo | d eemgagementsluring
project implementationra summarizedTo address #se further consultatio is planned to
refreshthe project iformationand to disclose the mitigation and other management plaos
commencement afonstructioml activities.Subsequentlyactivities thatare to be undéaken as
part of the next steps gagementhave been listed

During the stakeholderngagementsthe community members were very keen lmenefittirg
from any socialinvestmentprogrammes of th&RA. There isthereforethe need to esue
early implemenation the VRA Commurty DevelpmentProgramme (CP). Details of how
the CDPis to beimplementedhas been provided grievane mechaism is to beadoped to
identify and sobe any impacts or pbdems hat were not fareseenat the environmetal
assessment staged associated managementnpiag processThe stakeholder engagement
activities should be periodically monitored andevaluaed and strategiesto do this has been
outlined. An Environmentl based organizational structure of VRA for tbenstructional and
operational phases of tipegect hasbeenoutlined in theFinal EIA Report The chat details the
posiion of key personnetesponsibldor stakeholdeengagemenprocessandplay variousroles
in theenvironmental and socialanagemernimplementation
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CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION

1.1.Background

The AB5MW Solar Power Roject: Upper WesRegional ProjectSite® ( her eérredatd t e r
eitheras t h ee cil Ba)swlpr power project idevelopmety locatedwithin Kaleo in the
NadowliKaleo District and Lawran the LawraMunicipal, all in the Upper West Region of
Ghana.The projectis being developed inwo phases by utilizindour (4) separ& sites wih a

total land area of @79Ha. The breakdow of the developmentalhases and landizes tobe
utilized uncbr the project is as shown iFable 1-1. The projectis beingdevelopedy theVolta

River Authority (VRA), a public utilitycompany establshed on Aril 26, 1961 under the dlta

River Devdopment Act, 1961 (Acti6) of the Republic of Ghana with the mandate to generate,
transmit and distritte electricityandis partly financedby the KfW Developmeat Bank (KfW).
Details of the VRA can be aca=sl on its websiteww.vra.com

Table 1-1: 35MW Solar Power Project. Upper West Region&Project Sites

Name Size (Ha) Phase 1(MW) Phase 2 (Mw) | Total (MW)
Kaleo Sitel 10.22 8 0 8
Kaleo Site 2 18.39 0 13 13
Kaleo Site3 10.18 5 2 7
Lawra 11.00 4 3 7
Total 49.79 17 18 35

Source: fiRequirements fomodifications of Phase 1 to accommoeddhase 2 (2018)

A StakeholdeEngagenent ReportdatedDec. 2017 was prepagdin line with the equirements
of the Enwonmental &SocialAction Plan developedoy KfW following the Environmental and

Social Due Diliggncereview of theEnvironmental Impact assessmeftiA) Report for the

project. Kf\W hasfurther requestedor the preparton of astandlone StakeholdelEngagement
Plan (SEP)for the poject This SEPhasthereforebeendeveloped in order to guidéakelolder

consultations and communications during the devetnprand executiorof the Project, while
also meeting theequiranents ofKfW and that of theWorld Bank Environmetal andSocial

Standard$ramework

The SEPoutlines how stakeholders have beensultedduringtheimpact assessment process
well as wil be informedduring the construction amaperationaphase During thepre-feasibility
and feasibility phaseshe main aim othe stakelolderengagemerttasbeento establishwo-way
communicatio betweenVRA and stakeholdes at the national, regional and locallevels to
ensure stakeholderiews are incorporated ird the HA Repot, the progct design and the
Feasbility Study. During the ongoing construction and operation phases, stakeholder
eng@ement activities will focus on keeping stakkleosinformed and reeiving feedback about
the project activities andengaying with them in terms of disseminatingand disaussing
informationon impacts, mitigation measuresnonitoring and environmentatangement.
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Feedback on stakeholder concernwi®ereceived through a vagty of mechanisms, including
the community grevance mechams, and ongoing engagement witommunities through
formal ard informal consultation eents and meetings, together witlalogue and information
exchange events and focus groupetmgs at the natnal level. All concernsraised are
registeed and traked by VRA Project Teamand addressedtough fdlow up meetingsand
additional consultatbn events Report on steeholder engagementandfeedback on stakeholder
concernsand how they have ben addreseswill be provided annuallyin the Project Annual
Environmental Repors, a requirement of éhGhanaEnvironmentalProtection Agercy. VRA is
fully committed to the integration @nvironmental and social considerations in the design and
development of th Project, aswell as establishingand maintaning construtive relationships
with all stakehatlers, intuding theKaleoandLawracommunitiesandsurroundingareas.

1.2. Objectivesof the SEP
From a practical perspective, the SEP commuestae approachessed bythe VRAto engage

with commuiities andother interesd or affected stakeholderBroady, VRA seeksto keep
stekeholders mformed of so@l and environmental performanad the project,to support
capacity building, to promote stinable developent, minimise conflict using arievance
medanism, and recek feedback from stakeholders, liing questonsandconceerns

Theobjectives othe SEP are to:

1 Establish and matain a constructive relationship with a variety of stakaérs over the |
of the Project.

1 Ensure affectedanmunities and otheistakdolders have access to establisibeednnes$ for
making inpus and suggstions on aabins that could affect their lives

1 Ensure project affected communities and other stakelwoldex provided wh the
opportunities and platformso texpresstheir viewson the project through a process of
continuousinvolvement; whies estabfhing mechanismto provide feedback to them on
how their contributions were considered.

1 Ensure focused anidclusive engageemt with men, women, the elderlypyth, diplaced
persms (where applicable) and vulnerabledadisadantagd persons rogroups wio are
directly affected by the Project.

1 Ensureimely disclosure of relevant, transparent, objective, nmgfuliand easily ecessible
information which is in aculturaly appropride local language and format that is
understandbleto affectedcommunitiego help them grticipate meaningfully.

9 Establidi a mechanism for receiving and addressing grievancestimedy manner with
attentionto vulnerablegroups.

Even thouglthis SEPis a standalonedocumentit is a follow up to theStakeholdeEngagement
Report datedDec 2017 prepared for the projeeind isalsoto be supportedby the requirements
of the EnvironmentallmpactAssessment 085MW Solar PoweProjecti UpperWestRegional
Project SitesFinal Repot. Septenber2019 which is in plaeto help mitigate variosi sspects of
the enwronmentaland socialimpacts associatedith the implementatiorof the project It is
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therefore important that the implementatiohthis SEPis linked to the requirementd ¢he EIA
Report.

1.3. Structure of the SEP

The SERSs structure asfollows:

Chaper 1: Introduction

Chapter2:  ProjectDe<ription

Chapter3:  ProjectSetting

Chapterd:  Regulatory Contextfor StakeholdeEngagements
Chapters:  Stakdnolderldentification & Andysis

Chapter6:  Staus of StakbholderEngagements

Chapte 7:  StakelnlderEngagement Progmme FuturePlans &Methods
Chapter8:  Social Investmen®rogranme

Chapter9:  GrievanceRedressMechanism

Chapterl0: Monitoring, Reporing & Evaluation

Chapterll: Staffing, ResponsibilitisandContact Details
Chapter 2: Conclusion
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CHAPTER 2 - PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1.Overview
As shown inTable1-1, the35MW fi Sol ar je& @hvaser UmP Weast RegionaProject

Si t esdeng develod in two phasesnd utilising landareaswithin Kaelo andLawra.
Factors casidere in site seletion included direct salr radiation, sky scattering radiatjcamd
ground reflection radiadin. The sunshia in the UppeWest Region is enough as the agera
annual total radiation can reach 7384.3M#. The prgosed selected PVitss aeas are
therefae rich in sunlight; theéotal amount of annual solar energgiation is abundant, and thus
very suitabled build PV powe plants.

The scope of the prajeareas follows:

Feasibility sudy

Update of Gid connection ad Gridimpact Study
Environmentalmpact Asgssmenstudy

Licensing ad permitting 6 PV plant
CompetitiveProaurementof EPC contractor

Entering therequiredProject ImplementatioAgreements
Construction and commissing

Operations Maintenance

pAIp I A O <

Develpments activittes under Phas 1l will alow for relevant modifications and easé o
instalations for those wer Phase 2An associated345kV sub transmission and water supply
sydemsare to be congicted under botlphasesin the case of the Lawra PV plant, the network
connection will compris of the @velopment of a 4.5 km overhead linestsyn integrated into
the existing 34.5kVmain or r i d or s 0 aslaiTe®f coanectidn Bhe substation to be
built at Lawraas part of the first phase would have some minor modifications to accept
additional 3 MWp capacity. This includes fergiof the additional land and upgrading the
evacuation and communication/control faciiti fora total station capacity of 7MWp.

For the Kaleo Sitesan approximately 2.5km overhead line system outgoing from Kaleo PV
substationto the 34.5 kV busbar dhe Wa GRIDCo Substationill be developedin order to
allow ease of the expansion of Phasdrdm 12 to 17MW and Phas&, the general
interconnection concept is to extend the Kaléa MW line to Kaleo Site 3 and for each site to
aggregate the PV arraylrough a 34.%V bus to the MV lineThe tranmission line is also
intended to be upgraded fro23MVA to 30MVA. The Kaleo Site2 Capacity of 13MW would
have a complete Control Room and Substation for evacuation via the KéeblV line. The
proposed lines to run parallel to the existing 34.5kV frahmee Wa GRIDCo to Hamile'hus, n
the cae of Lavra andKaleo Site 3, modifiationsin network connettons needed to allow easy
installation d the solarcapacityunderPhase Il would be provided undine Phsae | Project.

The development Wiproceed @ a turnkey engineeringgrocurement and ostrudion bass.
Desgn specificatios to be followed duringorstruction are to be in line with bothe Ghana
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Building Code, 208 as well as internationalastdardssuch as the British Standardgactebel
Engineering (formerlyLahmeyer Internatioal GmbH) astheOw n e Engiseer fo the projecis
respongle for site verifications, design, spécation andall technicalaspects of the tender and
contracing as wel as working aspecialistenvironmental advigs Theservicesalsocoverthe
supevision of he whde congruction pocess and commissioninghe procurement of an EPC
Contractor Elecnor SA of Spin was compleed in June 201%nd constructiosl activities
commenced in November 29. The Lawa Siteis expected to tak7 months to comptewhilst
that of Kaleo will take 15 months.Depending onhe iming of financial closure, project
construction for both phases the various sites may run con@ntly toachieve the total of the
35MW PV power plants The constructionschedule has beecreated accaling to FIDIC
contractstandardsaandis deemedsuitable for both projectdt must be nted however, that th
constuction time of his type of projets is largly based on the logisticand the manpower of
the EPC contracto

Elecnor SAhasprovided a Halth& Safety Plan, arEnvironmenal Protectioo Plan as well as a
Quality Assurance Pra as part of the contract dementations These obligations
notwithstandng, Elecnor SAis to implement all measures oessary to resterthe sites to
acceptable standeds and abice by enwonmental performance inchtas specified in theEIA
Reportto meaure progress towards achimy objectives during execution opon compdtion of
any works In line with the VRA LochContent Policythe Contractoris required to lave a
local component.All contractors for theproject shall assume full professionahbhbilities
regarding fulfilmet of any statutory requirementadashall beexpected to carry out atlivil
based works n line with VRA @proved specificabns and drawmgs & well as
nationalinternational standardsdcodes.

The programme for the suabansmission line works is itcal to the optimum timing forhe
project and it will be essentiala have this infrastricture in plae pior to completionand
commissiming of the substationThe project schedules gpplied by the Contractor shall be used
by VRA to monitor the overalprogress of the Worklhe projectschedulesshall fully integrate
desgn, procurement, marfacture, erectio and commissiongn adivities. Key eventsshall be
clearly identified on alproject scheduleand be integrated inthe program logic.

2.2.Financing Details
The VRA, as Project Exetting Ageng, is expected t@rovide funding for the pract A loan

facility from KfW is to beused to paly financethe Phasel of the project {7MW), through an
onlending Agreement lereen VRA and the Governmewnf Ghana, which has since been
executed The amounhto be provided wa initially for the 12 MV facility (8MW Kaleo and
AMW Lawra), however, due D thefalling prices of solar PV equipmgmwith the saméinancing
facility, VRA is able torealize a total IMW for the two siteg13W Kaleo and4dMW Lawrag).
Discussions are ongog for the financing deils for remaning 18MW under tB Phase 2
component.

2.3.Valuation & Compensation of Properties
The project is to be achieved by utihigj a total land area d4.2Ha.at three closely sited areas

at Kako (10.22Hg 1839 Ha, and 0.18 Ha) as well asll Ha & Lawra. VRA used irhouse
expertise fo the land arveying and pilaring of the identifiel sites. Strategies for acquisition was
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in line with therequirementf the its fiLand & ResettlemenPolicy Framework Doament
(February 2007)which is as fdbws:

1 Referenang of all properties, land;rops and hildings, ty officers of the Land Valugtn
Division (LVD) to be monitored by VRA

1 Assessment of the competiea values by the LVD and the valuatiadvice forwaded to
VRA.

1 The assessed report wolldvetted,and orrections effected where cessary to esue that
the amounts are accurate afar to both claimantand theVRA. These would then be
processeddr payment.

1 Offers would be made to tldaimantsbesedonL VD6s advi ce.

1 Claimarts dissatisfiedvith the offer have a right to petitidar reconsilertion.

1 In this regard, sth claimants are reqed to submit courdr proposals supported by
valuation opinion prepared by private valuers of thehoice. Tle private reports are
consicered by VRA in onjunction with the LVD to ensure theimants age treatedfairly.

1 Where necssary, dissatisfied viins would be inted to negotiate and arriva acceptable
figures.

1 Project affected persons magsort to lgal action in order to havéheir grievances
addressed.

The processnvolved extersive consulations with the landowning families that gave VRA
opportunity to beconversant with théand temire systems and arrangements within the areas as
well as to idetify right persons to deal ith. The first nsultation took place in 2010. Within
the contexibf the conmunity engagementshe nature of theroject, its impactthe process of
land acquisibn and consequential compensation matters werkaierd in dedil. This was to
enablerespectivelandownes freely to give out lands willinglyFurther consliations were also

held with the state land ageiesboth at the natinal level and at the RegianLevel (Upper
West Region). These include Landliation Divison, Survey and Mapping Dision and Public

and Vested Lands Management DivisiorLahds Comnsson.

VRA acquired the lals for the PV siteshrough voluntary meas and private treaties and
therefore there is no involuntary acquisition assed underhis project. Compensation wa
assessed based n an ar mos | engt ént nohiket calues swithmntse o n
neighbourhod. In actual sensthe final value of arount payable for the land B negotiated
sum.In line with established procerks, compens@an have been paid in fulb thelandownes

and details are agquired.VRA negdiated withthe Land-owning families andobtained Leases
from them. A term of fitty (50) years each was gradt

Currently, there is no law or legislatiorogerning the legth of Right of Way (RoWjor 34.5 kV
trangmission line. The 34.5 kV suitansmis$on lines wll, in principle, be consticted in the
wayleave zoas of the exishg roads and transmissiooutes. Thus, for the sttbansmission line
route, here would nobe the need for any RoW aggition. It is noted that about 0.5Km section
of this rew line shdltravese through the Lama StationForest Reserveammon tree spees in
the reserve includ&haya Senegalensis, Tectona grandis and Anogeissiosarpus.With the
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solar power sitesthe identified eonomic treeswere Sheabutter, Dawadawage®R Berry,
Cashew, Maogany, Neem tregnd Acacia.

VRA surveyos has subsequiiy carried out valuation ofhese economic crops and assessed
compensation paple. In carryng out the valuation, cangf consideratia was given ¢ voids in
the farm holdingsThe curren statubry/Land ValuationDivision (LVD) rates wereused in
computing the compensation payalde each farmVRA in October2018 paidlandownerdor
the econond trees to bempacteduponby the projectValues paidare deemed to be fair and
reasonable adl the relevant issuesna determinants have begiven due consleration.The
proposed PV $&s are used for agricultural purposes and thexrenarresidentiafacilities on it,
apart fom the Kaleo Be 2, where2 Fulani nomadic settlemerase settledn 2 hamlets. These
Fulanis were elgagedby the lamlowners themselvedo look after their cattleDiscussionswith
the landowners indate that the will provide alternateaccommodatiorio the landowners and
ensurethey relocate prior to project construch and there wod be no need forany
compensation for theelocation
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CHAPTER 3 - PROJECT SETTING

3.1.Kaleo Ste
The prgect sie is located on the easteside of the Kaleo tanship within the NadowdKaleo

District, formerly known as the Nadowli Digrict. Figure 1 in Appendix 2shows the Kaleo
Townshp within the context of the NadowKaleo District. Three sites of land sizes 6122 Ha
4Ha and 18.39Ha are to be utilised for tH&oject Figure 2 in Appendix 2). The geographic
coordnates othe PV Sies at Kaleo are providen Table3-1.

Table3-1: GeographiceCoordinates oKaleo PV Sites

Name Size (Ha) Latitude Longitude

Kaleo Site 1 6.22 10°10'2289"N 2°32'1.07"W
Kaleo Site 2 18.39 10°10'49.91"N 2°32'4.98"W
Kaleo Sie 3 10.18 10°10'49.91"N 2°32'4.98W

The errain of thethree (3)project sies aremostly flat wih aslight slope towardsouth. They are
rectangular shapk which is re@rded as suitable for PV instdian. However, it needs to be
adequatly prepaed for some part. Kaleo is an attiaetste for PV development due to its direct
access to the diskiition grid and the flat temin surface.This indicates thatamming the
foundations of the support sttuce will be possible. The only sigitint castraint which needs to
be consideredor the fuure operation is the anticipatiaf the growing of thetown and farms
towards the ¥ area. Consquently, safety margis close & property borders are essentiak only
for safety reasons but also &void any energy production losses from shad (small houses,
pylons etc.). It is recomended to resstabli the existing footpath at #north of the site. This
path isused by dwellers from the town to arrive #teir farms. Keeping those paths waakrtanly
prevent any conflicts.

The sitesare dl degraded and characterized by anniiagh fires, continuasifaming, and animal
grazing Parts ofthearea were previolyg used as majorfarmlandbutis now mairy fallow. It is

now used partly forgrming d annual crops and legumes as wellaasnd grazing. Specifically,

some tall treescomprising mostly bDadawa, Sheanut, Red Floveer Silk coton, Nim Trees as
well as shrub egetatiorexist on the land.

Located withinthe project vicinityacros the nain road of Kaleo Site 1 are the KalB@
Nursely and Primary schools, and the Ctluiof Pentecost. Onkeey historical resource in
Kaleo is the lrial ground of the Lee Hon.Jaoe Kaleowho died on June 6, 28. This site
is about 500 m to the Kab Sitel. The Late Hon. Jatoe Kaleo was arfethe lealing
Ghanaian politicians who ledhana into independeac The Kaleo Police Stationnd the
Ahmadya Mission Hospital ee bothlocated closéo the western sidef the Kaleo Site 2.
There are 2 Fulamomadicsettlements, one just outside the éalSite 2and the other
located within the $&, made up of 2 haeis. As indicted earlier, these Fulais were
ergaged by the lamlowness themselvesto look after their cattle subsequently the
landowners themselvesill relocate the Fulanitb pave way fo project castructon. As
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shown inTable 1-1, Kaleo Site 2is to be utilised fothe Phase 2 Development which is
plannedfor Septembe2020 amwl therefoe the Fulanishall not directlybe affected by the
Phase 1 é/elopmentahctivities. Theneighbouring features around tinemediate impact
of theprojectareaand their coordinatess wdl as distances from the project sigge shown
in Talde 3-2 and a satellite view shawn Figure3 in Appendix2 andimagesof the siteare
provided inPlatel - Plate 6 in Appendix3.

Table 3-2: Neighbouring Infrastructure Within the Immediate Impact Area of the Kaleo PV Sites

Distanceskm)

Name of Infr astructure/facilities Latitude Longitude Site 1 Site 2 Site 3
Kaleo Police Sition 10° 9'56.28"N 2°32'24.9"W 11 0.48 176
Ahmadiyah Mission Hospital | 10°10'10.81"N 2°32'30.27"W 0.96 0.72 1.42
KaleoR/C Primary 10°10'19.27"N 2°32'32.54"W 0.96 0.93 1.26
Kaleo DA Nursey 10°102762"N 2°32'20.89"W 0.62 0.93 0.84
Kaleo DA Primary School 10°10'35.84N 2°32'5.12"W 0.42 1.12 0.43
Burial Site ofLate Hon. Jatoe
Kaleo 10°10'27.10"N 2°32'21.66"W 0.64 0.92 0.87
Church of Patecost 10°1034.12"N 2°32'15.65W 0.56 1.1 0.59
Fulani Setlement 1 10° 9'54.26"N 2°32'1014"W 0.92 0.17 1.72
Fulani Setlement 2 10°9'58.61"N 2°32'18.41"W 0.92 0.28 1.63
Emmanuel Worldwide
Synagogue 10°10'46.92N 2°32'8.53"W 0.77 1.46 0.14
Kaleo Commuity Dam 10°10'53.74N 2°32'32.19"W 1.35 18 0.83
Kaleo Site 1 10°10'22.89"N 2°32'107"W - 0.76 0.4
KaleoSite 2 10° 959.70"N 2°32'9.38"W 0.76 - 1.55
Kaleo Site 3 10°10'49.91"N 2°32'4.98"W 0.84 1.55 -

3.2.Lawra Site
The Lawa PV Site idocated in Lawra in the Lam& Municipal. Figure4 in Appendix 2shows the

Lawra Townshp within the context of the LavarMunicipal. The geograic coordinates of the PV
Site at Lawa is 10.6624010 N,.8992180 WThis sitehas an area for inallation of11Ha and (See
Figure 4 of Appendix2), and the terran is not completely flat showg small bumps andlight
slope descending towds North with2.5-3% in average. fie slope neds to be caideral in the
design by adjustent d the row to row spacing. Basemh the recorded GPS logs, tte#fererce
along thelonger side of the property xieto the road wasstimated with 3 m. On eadtow of the
mouwnting structure two ¥ modules & fixed in portrait position. Consequentiythe dstance
between the front andabk row is set to a minimum wad of approximately 21 m in order to
maintain theannual row to rowshadirg losses t6¢1.8%. A3 m bushfire buier, 8-10 m towards
road WalLawra-Hamile is b be stablishedFor the constrction of the PV collector field, gund
levelling will need to becorducted andtall trees as well as smaller vegetat will have to ke
removed in the terrain heras well.
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The steis located 3.6 km Northwest of Lawravillage on the Lawrddamile road which has now
been asphalted.here are no settlements on this saadthe land is &argely fallow with shrubs and
Acacia and Sheandtteingthe most dominant tree The land isalso used for farmig of annual
crops and lgumesas well as animal grazinhere is an untarred road Idea an the southern end
of the site thaleads tothe Black Volta, which will serve asiccess route priafuring construction.
Thewaters of theBlack Volta serveas thedemarcatia between Ghana arglrkina Faso. The watewoby dso
serves as a recreationatifidy during public holidays fothe youthof Lawra Just by the side of this ad,
but outside th progct area, is dree shine, comprisig of Ebony / Nim Tree known asthe
Kulbonuo Shrinebelonging to theNuo-ire (wrongly spelt asBayoyirein the Diaft EIA Report)
Family of Lawra.

The neighbouringfeaturesclose to the Lawra P¥itesand their ocordimatesand distances shown
in Table3-3 and asatellite view shown iirigure 6 in Appendix 2 SeePlae 7, Plate8 andPlate9
in Appendix 3for pictures 6the Lawra Site.

Table 3-3: Neighbouring Infrastructu re Within the Immediate Impact Area of the Lawra PV Site

Name Latitu de Longitude Distance from Sola Site
Black Volta 10°40'9.79N 2°54'41.68"W 1.50km
Forestry Commission hara 1.80 km

Office 10°39'13.27"N 2°53'22.55W

ForestReserve 10°39'16.@"N 2°53'27.82"W 1.64 km
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Chapter 4 - REGULATORY CONTEXT FOR STAKHOLDER E NGAGEMENTS

4.1. Corporate Policies

VRA has developed corporate policiesastjng environmentgbrotection, healthral safety

of its workersas well as wilfare of tre affected populaon. These orporate enviromental,
health, safety and social polices all atncorducting its operations in such a manner that the
safety, healthand welfare of its wrkers, impacted comunities and thentegrity of the
environment aresafeguarded.Key applicdble corporate policies relating to stakeholder
engagementequirementso the projet arelisted below.

4.1.1. Environmental Policy Statemeht

The VRA Corporate Brironmental Policy S&atement comnt$ the orgnization to asuring
coninuous improverant of ewironmental perforrance to minimize the impacts of all its
operations o the envirament, in line with the principles of sustainable develent, in
addition to omplying with natioal and internional enwonmental preection reguiations.
The pdicy mandatesthe environmetal process of the Ghana EPA in project implementati
as well @ the pomoton of open communication on envinorental issues.

4.1.2. Frameworkon Land Acquisition & Resttlement

To carry outits obligations under theEnvironmental AssessmenRegulatons Ageng LI
1652 and the Ghana Energy Development and AcBegect (EEDAP), VRA prepared a
fLand Acquisition & Resettlement Policy Framewark 207 which establishes rbad
principles, organiztional arrangments and dir criteria tobe appled in acquing varous
interests in land and handling the attendargads on Prperty Affected Persons was also
prepared and is under implementation. Even ghothese frameworkaere prepared wer
GEDAP, they are rievant for d VRA projects The plan and modeof dealng with issues
regarding compensation for the acdfue of lard for ths proposedsolar pojectis outlined
in the VRA®OS& aCQd  rigiiencuadt Resettlane n t F r a naedvelegaht O
portionsdiscussed agppropriate irthis Rejort.

4.1.3. Community Dewlopment Programme

VRA launched its Community Develgoment Programme (CDP) to enhance the
Community Development Initiative (CDI) programme iaigd in 2003. The[OP sets out a
framework for guiding the process ofsupport for tle develoment of al communties
impacted by the operations of VRA. The primand of the CDP is to continue to maintain
mutually beneficial relationships with the commities in which theAuthority has erried ou
its primaryoperations Bice its estaldhment n 1961 It is expeted that by promoting their
empowerment and suppargj the peopt to develop their skills, VRA will boost economic
activities in all our commuties and foster vétiable developrnt. Key area of suppa under
the CDP are arEducation Sbeme Cultural Activities, Health IssuesSocial Infrastructure
Projecs, Environmantal Protection ActivitieandCharitable DonationsCommunities within

1 SeeFront Page(i)
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the ara of influence of trs proposedsolar projed, especiallyKaleo and Lavra, are to besfit
from the VRA (DP during the operationahnd maintenancphase VRA would, inde the
Environmental Protection component of the CDEgnsider assisting the National
Commission on Civic Edcation and Fords Servies Dvision to educate cormunity
memberon impactand effets of bu# fires.

4.1.4. CorporateSocial Responsibility

The VRA Comorate Soial Responsibility (CSR) Policy (2015) watevelopedto reflect
standarddasel on national and ternational guidlines.Thes includethe Ghana Bsiness
Code, tle UN Glolal Compact the Unted Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights
ard the Intermtional LabourOrganization Convention as vas best emerging practices in
CSR. VRA aspires to meet these standds within the contextof its Corpaate values and
througha continuaisimprovement approach while advanciitg mandate to proviel dectric
power safely, responsibly angustainably andoy exhibiting the same commitmeiaff
responsibility toall VRA busineses. Communities within the area b influence of this
proposedsolarprojectare to benefit from the VRA CSR activitjesithin the context @ the
CDP.

4.1.5. MOU Between VRA and the Forest Services Division

VRA andForestServices Divisionenteredinto a Memorandumof UnderstandindMoU) on
Octoler 20,2003 b outlineguidelines for théwo institutions tocollaborate for the effecte
management gbower related actities in national forasreservesCurrently, VRA and BD
in pursuance of ik collaboration have foundt necessaryo revise its separte roles and
regonsibilities of tke partnershipunder his MOU to strengthen theotlaborative iniiative
not onlyin forest reservelut in off-forest aeas as well as théolta Lake Basin in Bara. A
revisedMOU was exeuted in April2019 bythe wo agecies.

A 4.4 km of a new sultrarsmission line is to & constructed to interconctethe PV Site &a
Lawra to the existig 34.5 kV Domwinii Lawra Line. It is noted that abbQ.5Km section of
this new line shh traversethrough the Lara Foret Re®rve. VRA has applied these
guidelines toproject implementadin in this reserveand engged the Lawra Qice of the
Forest Sevices Division to undertake a quantification of thegd and faunan thereserve as
well as theoff-reservearea of the project. VRA is to pay FSDfor all economic trees that a
felled on the Lawra Fore&eserve.

4.1.6. Local Content Policy

VRA as a stategic industry in Apl 2012 developed a Local Conteolicy for its
operaions. The primay objective of tlis Policy is to promote and sustain industlization
through the utilizatiorand optimization of the indenows resouces of the country. This
Pdicy covers the VRA,its subsidiaries, contractors, sobtractos and otherentities
involved in any projectoperaions, ativities or transactions i@hana Contractorsunder the
proposedsolar pojectare to atlere b this local content policyAn implementation/strategy
plan, dated April 2013, is in plade provde guideline on VRAG s yrament activities
towardseffective implementation of thpolicy. It is important to note thatocal Content in
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VRA has no been develgped as an isolated gject or initiative; rather,it is included as a
material partof the Aut h or iotuyemen prgcess and core values towardbe
achievement of its corporate jggatives.

VRA is to adhere tohe requirements of the locabntent policy and discussions dhis has
stated with the &ditional authorities and communigadersn Lawra andKaleo.

4.2. National Regulatory Context

4.2.1. Environmental Assessment Ryilation, LI 1652 of 1999

Stakeholder enga&gnents forms a key activiip the EnvironmentallmpactAssessrant (HA)
process.The EIA Regulations (1999) addrese theedfor st&keholder enggenent during he

EIA process.This is clealy outlined in the under Sectioi2(k) of the Environmental
Assesment Rgulation, LI 1652 0fL999,which mandates theonsultaion with members of the
public likely to be affected bthe opeationsof the underdking so that he public is adequately
ard appropiately informed. These reqementsmandateproponents to palicly disclose their
Environmentarepotts by advertising in at leagne national newspaper and a newspaper, of
any circulaing inthe localitywhere the propged undertaking is to bésated.

There is a requirementrfascopng notice to be adverts to relevant ministries and ihlaast
one national and one locaéwspaper Schedule 3 of the EIA Regulations provides thrmat
for the pubic disclosureCopies of the scopgnrepat mustbe made available for insp&mn by
the general pblic in theproject locality.Once the EIS ipublished it mustbe advertised ah
made available to thgeneral public, public agenciesrganistions, NGOs,Metropolitan,
Municipal and Dstrict Asemblies and local communities and rmleanismsut in placeso that
corsultees can makeomments and suggtionson the prgect. Therds dso provision within
the Regulations for the EPA to hqgbdiblic hearings ifthere isan advese public raction to the
project there is the need faesdtlement or the progct could hae extensive effdés on the
environment.

4.2.2. Local Content & Local Paricipation (Electricity Supply Industry) Regulations, 2G1
LI 2354

The U 2354 aimsat providing an enabling environmeto ersure the maximum use of finaial
cepital, expertise, goodsnd services locallyThe LI mandags players inthe energysectorto
promotedevelopmentnitiatives for local stakeholdersThisis to bearchived through educdon,
skills andexpertisedevelopment, transfer of technologgndknow-how and an activeeseach
anddevelopmenportfolio.
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4.3. International Regulatory Context

4.3.1. Sustainability Guideline- KfW DevelopmenBank

An important eément of theEnvironmental & Social Due Diligence plaming ard
decisionmaking proces of the KfW is to involve the affectedommunities and keep the
public in the patner country informed. Stakolder Engagement e.g. in form of public
hearings a to be sheduled forthe scoping pase of the ESIA process aridr the
presentation of the draft A report, to consult with the adtted people and/or their
community representatives, cooperatives aon-governmental organisations (NGOs). The
executingagency isrequired toconduct a meangful participation and agsultaton process
that allows affeted p®ple and interested stakehetd to express their views acdncerns o
project risks, impacts anithe proposed mitigation measures. At the same tiheeproces
shall al® enable the ecuting agency to take theegiews into account and to reactofFthe
sake of transparency, theesxiting agency is required tesdlose réevant information on the
ervironmental and social assessment of thenk€asure @ad a nortechnical smmary via
appr@riate media channels at ancesible location and in a timelyculturally appropriate
manner. Tk whole process shall be comipeasive ad cover all phases of tharfancial
Cooperatioameasure. In relevant cases, thaepth éimate assesnent (e.g. thee affected,
the public) sbuld ako be made accessible to ih&erested public.

4.3.2. International Finance Corporation (IFC)Performance Stadards
The key requirementelated to stakeholder engagement from IFC Perform&temedardl
are summased below:

Identify affected communisend dher stakeholders that may lhaterested in a Project

and congler how to facilitate a dialog ith all stakehatlers.

A Development b a SEP, including measures for the effective partimpa of
stakeholdersdentified as sadvantaged or vulnerable.

Disclosure of Information
A Provision of relevant information df) the purpose, nature and scaldhad project; (ii)

duration of the proposed activisie (i) any risks to and poteatfi impacts on such
commurties and the alevant mitigation measuregjv) the envisaged stakolder
engagement process; and (v) thieyance mechanism.

Informed Consuation and Partigpation
A Conduct an Informed Consatton and Participation processat will result in affectel

c 0 mmu ninfarmedpardicipation.

A Manageaonsul tation process thavwviewsangt ur es
respective concerns andgrities aboutinpacts, mitigation mechanisms, abenefits,
and

A Document the pross am the measures takémavoid or miimize risks to and adverse
impacs on the affectedommunities anehform those affected aot how their
concerns have been =dered.

Exterral Communications
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A Implementation o program on external communicais hat includes methods (i)
receive and register external conumications from the public; (ii) assess the issues
raisedand déermine how to address them; (iii) pide, track andlocument responses;
and (iv)adjustthe environmental and social maeaentprogram.

GrievanceMechanism foAffected Communities
A Establish a grievance mechanisnto receive and facilitate resolution of affected

communi ti es O rievances aboubh e apdojgect 6s eialvir ol
performance;

A Inform the Afected Conmunities about the echanism irthe course of the stakehad
engagenent process.

4.3.3. Equator Principles

The Equator Prin@les (EPs) are a sef standards, adoptevoluntarily ty Equator Principle
Financial Instititions (EPFI 6s) ttehmane, assesseakd ntamage datcand
environmental risks in projectinancing. Of the EPs, Principle Five, Six andéh contain
enga@ment specific requement. Specifically,Principle Five dictates that an informed
consultaibn and participation processebconduatd with stakeholdersfacilitating teir
informed participabn in new devdopments and projects. Additiongl Principle Sk
includes requirenmgs for establishinga grievance méwnism, and all reporting and
disclosute requirements are now inded within Principle TenUnde t h etor Rriaajple a
10: Reporting& Transpaen c y 0 , clients ar ¢hat,@oanmimant, @ad t o
summary of theEIA is accessible ral available oline. From these, it is recogniseldat
disclosure of informationhtoughoutthe project will hgb to ensureacmuntability and
transpaency.

4.3.4. World Bank Environmental and SociaBtandardsFramework

The World Bank Environmental and 8ial FrameworkStandards(ESSF)ses out the World
Bankd s commi t ment VvelopmesiulsoughianBarkPokcy ahe a se of
Environmental and Sodi&tandard tha are designed to support Borrawe 6 pr thj ect s
theaim of endiiy extreme povertandpromoting sham@ prosperity. Tie Environmenél and
Social StandardsFramework (ESJ therefore enales tle World Bank and Bormwers to
beter manage enwnmental and smal risks of projed and to improve development
outcomes.The AESS10:Stakeholder BBgagement and Ifiormation Disclosueo recognizes
the importance of open and traaspnt enggement betweerthe Barower andproject
stakeholders as assehial dementof good international practic&his is becaus effective
stakeholder engagement damprove the envionmental and soai sustainability bprojects,
enhance project aeptance, md make a sigficant contribuion to successful project dign
and inplemertation.
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Chapter 5- STAKEHOLDER IDENTIFICATION AN D ANALYSIS

5.1. Stakeholder Identification
The oljective ofstakeholder identificatioms to esablish which organations andndividuals

may be diretly or indrectly affeded (positively and agatively or have an interesin the
Project. VRA recognizes thiathe first and importanstep in the stakelaer engagment
process is the idefitation o our stakeholders,who they a&e, their gropings and
subgroupirgs. Stakehoter identification wil be an mgoing process througput the life of
the project, requing regular monitoringreview and updatesdowever, wthin the broader
frameworkof the poject activities tdoe undertken, the follaving catgories of stkehoders
canbeidentified

a. Staleholderswvho are directly andér indirectlyimpactedby theProject or itscomponent.
b. Staleholders that havimterest inthe Roject andts compornt; and
c. Stakeholders that havhe potatial to influence thérojed outcomes

5.1.1. Staketolders who are direity and/or indirectly impactedoy the Project

The 35MW Solar Poer Projectis being developedin Kaleo and Lara within

Nadowli-Kaleo and Lawra Bitricts of the Upper West Regioof Ghana The following are

potential idetified stakehtéders who will diredy and/a indirectly be impaatd by the

Projecteither positivey or negatively:

a. ProjectAffected Persons (PRs) have ben defined as any personr goersons,
households, businesseor othe private or public ingitution who, on &count of
involuntary resetement, would suffer the lossof livelihood and/or an asset (e.g
residence, busess, dber). This includeshose whowould lose their rights,itte or
interest in all or any gt of the asset, indil or in part, permaently or temporarily, and
who might suffer income or other econmic loss as a consequence thergaople in
econonic enclawes and markets wheeceive powr illegally, petty trades, hawkersand
settlers occupyim rightsof way of utlity infrastructure etc.

b. Other Ppject-AffectedPersos: Theseare goups or individials who could directly or
indiredly be impacted p the enwronmental, socialhealth andsafety impacts of project
activities. These impacts couldcludedegradation bair, waker, and sdj noise, damge
or loss of acces® cultual heitage, trafficcongestion, social unrest causagdimmmigrant
worke's; risksof accidents to V@cle, pedstrians, electrocution, gosure tohazardous
materials, bss of eosystem serges etc.

c. Project benéciary stakelolders: These are ingliduals or groups who will drectly or
indirectly benefit fromthe Project These benestcould include diect accesso metered
power supply (gher for residential/commerciatise), shools, hospdls, marké and
ecoromic erclaves.The general public iV also beneift from improvedaccess taeliable
power supply.
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5.1.2.  Stakeholders that havénterest inthe Prgect
Theseare groups or organizatisnthat arenot directly affectedoy the Project, but their
interest identifes then as stkeholders. This catgory of stakeloldersincludes

A Government, its Ministries, Degarents and Agencies othethan those listed &

directly or indirectly affected.

A Non-Governmatal Organisations andNot-for-Profit Organsations tat concern
themseles withenvironmental, soaill, andgenderas well as elddc powerissues.
Policy and lawmakerg(i.e. Members of Réiamen)

Civil sodety organzaions, and policy thinkanks

Religious andaith-basedorganizaibns
Traditional authoities
Secuity agencies

> >

5.1.3. Stakeholders that hae the pdential to influence he Project outcomes
The categoriesf st&keholders in this gpupinclude thefollowing.

A Implementing Entities

Local organizaibns and NGOs

Governmat auhorities

Labourunions (Pblic utility workers unior)

Media

> > > > >

5.2. Analysis ard Priori tization of Stakeholde Groups
VRA recognizes the impaht roles these identifiestakeholder groupplay, ther interest,

the extento which theycould be affected bbtdirectly and indiretly and tre fact thatthe
swccess ad sustainability ofthe plamed Poject depends fgely on their support,
collaboraion and buyin. To this e, VRA has pioritized these goups and deviske
appropride and aceptable approaches ¢émgag them within tte life of the Project It must
be enphasized that the Vel of engagenent with these tmkeholdergroups will vary
dependhg on their level of inflence and the exteto whichthey will be impacted.

In prioritizing, VRA considered thé&llowing best praate guideines per te IFC sandards

a. What type of stak®older engagenent is mandatedy law orother requirements?

b. Who will be adversely affectethy potential envionmental ad social impacts in the
prog e cateaas influence?

c. Who ae themost vulnerableamong thepotentially impaded, andare special engagemt
efforts neessary?

d. At which stage ofproject development wil stakeholders be most afted (e.g.
procurement,constuction, operations, decomssioning?

e. What are the varioustereds of projectstakehol@érs and whiainfluence migpt this have
ontheprgect?

f.  Which stakeholders ngiht help b enhance the projectsign or reduce project ca$t

Which stakeholdrs can basassist with the early spong of issues and impacts?

Who strorgly supports opopposes ta changediat theprojectwill bring and why?

= Q
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To hep decde on the engageent appraches to apply with itstakeholdersyRA will apply

the prioritization criteria that has been listed beloW stakeholders are not on the list and
would like to be kept informed about the projemintact should be madbroughthe Chief
Executve of VRA or the corporateemail to the Corporate CommunicationsSection at
corpcomm@vra.conthe outfit with responsibilities for stakeholder communications (contact
details are providednderSection6.11of this document).

Category 1: These inclule direct Pragct Affected Rersons that areaffected scially or
envirommentallyby the ProjectGraupsbenditing directly/indirectly from positive impacts of
the Projectare also captured ithin this categoy. Within the scope of the project, ése
include the followng:

A LandownergLandlords (bottprivate ad public)

Heads dfamily

Fulani Nomads

Traditional Authorities (Lawra Naa Kaleo Naa

Occupiers of RightsfdNVay alongtransmissiorcorridors

Shrine Owers

Assemby persons

> > > > > > >

For these categes of sakeholdersVRA will engage agll stages bthe progct cycle ie.
pre-design,design, implementetn andreporing.

Category 2: These include state institutignsgencies and utility comrapies who have the
potentialto influence the outcome diie Progd. These inlude thefollowing:
A NorthernElectricity Distribution Conpany ofGhana (NEDCo)
EnvironmentalProtedion Agency (EPA Ghana

Lands Commission of Ghana

ForestCommission

Water Resources Commission

Ghana Ciui Aviation Authority

LawraMunicipd Assembly

Nadowli-Kaleo District Assemblies

Upper Wes RegionalAdministration

LawraMunicipal Assenbly

Nadowli-Kaleo District Asembly

Ghana Health Service

GhanaEducation Service

Ghana Nabnal Fire Service

Lands Cormmission

Land Use & SpatiaPlanningDepartment

Depatmentof Feeedr Roads

National Disatger & Managment @ganisaion

Ministry of Food& Agriculture

Department of 8cial Welfare

D> D> > D> D> D> D> P
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For these categms d stakeholdersVRA will collaborate withand engag at times at alll
stages of therojed cycle i.e. pe-design, designmplementabn and rgorting.

Category 3: Thes are categories stakehallers wno may have higlinterest inthe Projet
outcoms butmay have low influence. These could iraduthe fdl owing:
Kaleo Police Station,

KaleoR/C Primary,

Kaleo DA Nursery

Kaleo DA Rimary Sclool,
Churchof Perecost,

Ahmadiyah Mission Idspital,
Emmauel Worldwide §nagogue

> > > > > D

For these categorie$ stakeholdersyRA will consult and collaboria at time at all stages
of the project gclei.e. predesign design, implemstation and e€porting.

Category 4: Theseare caegories of stakehotls whomay hae low interestin Project
outcomes and have lowfluence. These could include the following:
A Other PAPs including pedestrians, roadsers (impacts assoated with traffic

congestion)
A Media

VRA will keep informed thee stakeholders atl stags of poject implemetation phase.

5.3. Strategies for Emgagng with Stakeholders
This section outlies the broaer strategic approach VRA wilemploy to constructiely

engage withell identified groups.It is organzedaccording b categories per ¢éhstakehler
engagement priotization criteria. Table 5-1 provides detailed rées and responsitiies
within VRA for the implenentation d this SEP.
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Table 5-1: Strategies forEngagng Stakehdders

Information to be

Frequency of

Stakeholders Impacts on Project Qutcome Method of Engagement
shared Engagement
1 LandownergLandlords | I Lose their rights, tie or 1 VRA will engage thesgroups | § Project documats | 1 Engagemenwith this
(both  pivate and interestinall or ary part of once specifiproject locations | including group wil be a tweway
public) the aset, in full or in part, are idenified. norttechnical constuctive engagemet
1 Heads of fanily permanently otemporaily. | 1 Engagemetwill take the form summaryreports of| where the views,
9 Fulani Nomads { Long tem economiclossas of focus group me#ngs wih infrastrwcture concernsopinons and
1 Traditonal Authagities| a consequese identifiedlandowners families, | works to be suggestions are
(Lawra Naa / Kaleo|  Community healt ard traditional authorities ancheir undertake, consdered during design
Naa) safety rasulting from designatedepresentatives deta_liled. impler_nentation and
1 Shiine Owners constuction adiviti es. usng othertraditional mode of | enginering reportng.
1 Assembly persons 1 Lack of effective engagement. desigis, brochures,|  Engagement Mlibe an

engageent could lead to
ddays in project
implementaton and hold
ups.

1 Early inclusive engagement
with thesegroups ould
results n positive project
outcomes, esures buy in,
smoothimplementationand
sustainabilityof project
berefits.

1 Venue or locations fahese
meetings Wi be ageed with
all paries ensurig
stakeholders will not havto
travel long distanesfor such
engagements.

1 Valuation methods andegeal
procedues for determining
compensabns will be
discussed with these
stakeholders.

1 Concers of women, the
elderly, maginalized and othr
vulneralbe groups within the
family and tradtional set up
will be identified and giverthe

opportunities fotheir concerns

to be heard.

and other pject
visual displays.

on-going process within
the Ife of the Project
stating fromdesign
where their oncerns and
issues wi beconsiderd,
addressed anddtored
into desgns. Scheduled
engagement dhe
various stagesfahe
project willbe agred
with the stakehlders.

1 Oppatunities will also be
creded for poviding
feedlackand aldressng
grievancesrom affected
parties
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Stakeholders

Impacts on Project Qutcome

Method of Engagement

Information to be
shared

Frequency of
Engagement

9 Shgs/busines owners
9 Occupies of Righs of Way
alongtransmission corrids

1 Loss of businesBours,
assets, iname and
livelihood. These
stakeholdegroups could
also be impaed by
community healthrandsafey
resuting from congruction
activities.

1 Early constrative
engagement \h this goup
could improve general
acceptabity of the project
by the potential &cted
communities, avoidielays
in implementation, ensure
theirbuy-in, and support fo
overall sustanability of
project benefits.

1 VRA will identify and engage

these goups onceoroject
specific locations are
idertified. Engagement i
take the form bpublic forums
and town lalls at a dcation
agreed to by all. RA will seek
input andsupport from this
group in idetifying routing
paths for stringingand laying
power dstribution calbes.
Valuation methods andegeral
procedures fodetermining
compesationswill be
discusseavith these
stakeholders.

VRA will pay partialar
attentionto women youth and
other vinerable groups
ensuing their needsand
concerns areansiderecand
addressed.

9 Project
implementatn
scheduleposters
leaflets/flyers ad
brochues.

1 Engagement Wlibegin

from design when
locations ag identifed.
On-goingencgagemenat
various stagesfdhe
project cycle specialy
during land acquisition,
planning implementation
and preparation dElA.

1 VRA will provide regular

updateson project
implementatiorschedule
ersuring timelines for
implementationof
infrastructire activities
are communicate well in
advance ofime to all.

1 During implementation

VRA will crede
approprate channels for
receiving and dealing
with grievances and
providing feedback to
affected commuities.
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Information to be
shared

Frequency of

Stakeholders
Engagement

Impacts on Project Qutcome Method of Engagement

1 Beneficiary communies/
general public

1 This growp couldinclude
schods, markets and

1 Open foruns, town halls, pres | § Posters, projet
confererces and media and implementation

1 Engagerent will be
ongoingthroughait the

econanic erclaves, public biiefings. schedule, life of the Project
hospitals, residenseand the leaflets/flyers and
gened public who may brochues

benefit fromimproved
access telectricity and
lighting including street
lightening almg major roads
in the Regio.

1 Early engagement wh this
group tooutline benets of
project and atvities under
theprojectis critical to
ensurirg supportand buyin
for the ife of the35MW
Sola Power Project.

1 Northen Electricity 1 Lack of propeiplanning ad | 1 Workshops, seminarsd 9 Environmental anl |  Collaboraton will be
Develgpment Company of effective collaborationvith confeencesat a location Social ongoing soliciting views
Ghana (NELC0) this key implemeninhg entity agreed to by alparties. Managemen opinions and

couldresult in deiciencies | § VRA will collaborate SystemsESMS), reconmended

and delaysn prgect desgn continuously with leadership of detailed project suggestiongrom this

and implementadin. NEDCo as wh as project desgns,EIA, entity at all sages of
1 Effective collaboration with teams at alstages othe Occupational proect cycle and

NEDCo in poject planning project gcle thraugh the Health and Saféy throughout he lifes@n of

and eesign,environmenth sharing of poject documents Plan Labou the progct

socid, health and safeg and elaedinformaion, Management Plan,

considestion, assessments dmeports newsletters,

implementation and Formal and informal meetings| brodhures and

monitoring could resulin will also be used to calborate | flyers.

positive progct outcomes
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Stakeholders

Impacts on Project Qutcome

Method of Engagement

Information to be
shared

Frequency of
Engagement

and sustainability ofthe
project.

1 Environmertal Protection
Agency (EPA) Ghana

1 Water Resources
Commission

9 LandsCommissionof
Ghana

9 Forest Services Division

9 Ghana Civil Aviation
Authority

1 Absence or lackfgroper
collabordion couldresult in
delays in implemetation d
projects thahave paential
significant ewvironmental,
social,health and sadty
impacts.

1 Early collabomtionand
engagements will help
define, assign and agree
clearroles and
respongilities of VRA in
ensuringassessments,
reports, pernts and Icenses
are conpleted aml
implemented on time

1 Meetings and worksipsto

share ad exchange
information, opirions,and
concerns.

VRA will ensureinformation
and conmunicationflow is two
way where the concerref
these nstitutionswith respect
to design ad implementabn
are onsideed.

1 Project documents

including butnot
EIA, ESMS,Land
Acquisitionand
Compersation
Plan Occupational
Health andSafety
Plan, Labour
ManagemenPlan
and otheproject
reports

1 Collaboratian will be
ongoing solicitiry views,
opinions and
recanmende
suggstions of thes
entities at all stgesof
projectcycleand
throughait the lifesparof
the project

9 Lawra Municigpl Assembly
1 NadowlKaleoDistrict

7 Lack of buyin from District
Assenblies could &ect

Meetings and workshops to
brief, share information on the

9 Non-technical

exealtive sunmary

1 Ongoing andhroughout
the lifespan othe

Assemblies planning and projects, actiities am plans as| of project projed.
1 Upper West Regional implemenéationof key well as receive inpstabotithe | documents and
Administrdion infrastructure works knowledge d the projectarea repors, newsletters
' LawraMunicipal Assemity | 1 VRA will leverage he and forprojectplanning and andflyers
1 Nadowi-Kaleo Distrtt influence of theDistrict implementation.
Assemly Assemblieghrough
 Ghara Health Sende effective collaboration to
q Ghana Education ®dce ensureprojed actvitiesis
1 Ghana Ndbnal Fire Service PrOFerly executed teen into
1 Lands Conmissbn account the expressed
9 Land Use & Spatial views, opinions and
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Information to be

Frequency of

Stakeholders Impacts on Project Qutcome Method of Engagement
shared Engagement
Plannirg Department concerns of PAPsicluding
1 Departnent of Feeder Roaq womenand vulnerable
9 Natioral Disaster & groups
Management Orgaisation
1 Ministry of Food &
Agriculture
1 Departmenbf Social
Welfare
i Kaleo Police Station, 1 CSO, NGG and faithbased| I Town halls questionnaires, 1 Non-techncal 1 Continuous. Mre of

i Kaleo R/CPrimary,
9 KaleoDA Nursery,
i Kaleo DA Primay School,
9 Church ofPertest,

organizations tend to be
advocates for good @stices
and advocates for the
vulnerable ad

public forums, press
conferences and meetings.

executive summary
of projed
documents and
repats, newsletters

such collabaation will be
promoted duringlesign,
when projectocations
are dentified and durig

1 Ahmadiyah Mission disadvantaged gupsin and flyers. implementation of
Hosgital, society.Poor collaboraon Additionally, activities.
1 EmmanueMorldwide and consultatio with this summaryupcdates
Synagogue growp in sharing and on impkementation
exchange ofnformation has with regect to
the potential to rsult in bad issueghat affect
informaton and negative the community and
publicity with the general how issues of
public conem to them are
1 Having them on board, considered and
taking theirinputs and addressed withi
suggestnsand providimg the scop of the
them with tle appropriate projects.
projed information cald
generate posiie public
interest in theproject.
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Stakeholders

Impacts on Project Qutcome

Method of Engagement

Information to be
shared

Frequency of
Engagement

1 Other PAPsncluding road
uses (impacts associated
with traffic congestioh

1 Communityhealth and 1 TV and radio advertisement,

safety within the pject
area of influace
reputationarisk for VRA,
implementation cHé&nges
arisingfrom pollution,
acadents, ad faglities on
the affected commuities,
and bad pulbc image

publicaton of imgementation
schedule in local wespapes.
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Chapter 617 STATUS OF STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENTS

6.1.Introd uction
Projed¢s and activities that have the pdiahto haw sgnificant advese environmetal and

social impactsncludethe castruction ofa Phobvoltaic Plant substationsyndeground cables,
subtransmissionines, medium voltge distritution lines,low voltagedistribution lines, and low
voltagefeeder bifucaion. Key potentl impactsand risks associated tlitheseinterventions
includecommnunity as well @ occupational heti and safetyThe design phase of the proj&te
cycle offers the best opportunity for effective soitation, engageméand ative participaion
of all relevant stakehders. This enges theoutcomeof the design refiects the inclusive
engagement ad participdion of all stakeholders includingamen and vuln@ble groups in the
society.

As the Roject ExecutingAgency the VRA will need to ensurehiat they communicate and build
relaionships with the correct level$ lmcal governmenin theNadowliKaleo District as well as
LawraMunicipal, bothin the UpperWest Region where the project site is locat&dibsequently,
VRA is committed to a techrally and culturally appropria& appr@ach to consultation and
enga@gementwith all stakeholders afféed eithe directly or indiectly by the Projectin view of
this, a program of stakeholder gagements was developed agtpaf this environmental
assessmento avoid any risk of apprehans associated with this projectkie poblem of
destroying properte and ex¢nsion of the allohents.The engagement process foe froject
was designed to eet Ghanaian legal requirenerior public participation and tol@gn as far as
practically posible with good international indtiy best practice, based on theojact timng
and budgetlt is importantto note that thereare pactical and financlalimitations to the
involvement of all individuals within the egagement proces3hus, ublic partcipation aims to
generate sues lhat ae representative of seetal setors, not individals. Subsequentlythe
stakeholder engagemehnas been @signed to be inclige of a broad range of secsoelevant to
the proposed project.

During the course of this project a number of stakeholders are rgdudamgengaged, including
regulatory bodies, government ministries, and communities alait others. These
stakeholders will continue to be engagleughout thelevelopment of the projech summary
of the variouserngagemets undertaken to ensure tlalt the identified stakeholdersag a beter
understanding of the projeditas been describeth the StakeholdefEngagementReport
December 201 andupdaed in the Final EIA RepartSeptembr 2019 The wide range fo
stakeholdes en@ged is because fronuropergective diversity of opinon ratherthan consensus
building is likely to enrich ultima decision-making, which is critical for prject succes A
summary of the main inquiries, progds and concerns raiséy the stakpoldes during thee
variouscommunity engagements evenendthe respases provided are outkdin Appendix4.
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Key partcipants duringthe various engagemerdse listed inAppendk 5 of this reportwhilst
the sgnedlist of participants during all thengagementare provided imrApperdix 6 of theFinal
EIA Report

6.2.Engagements withProperty Affected Persons
Properties dfected by theoroject included land as well #ise various economic crops thatere

avdlable on the land VRA has subsequely identified all the APs and ha held a seriesf
negptiations withthe headof the landowning familiesas wellas tre clop ovners.Following an
agreement of the cost ofdéHard, VRA has paid in full, the entireost of the landand land
acquisitionis now conplete. Subsea@niy, the land has been acqudefrom the vaous
landowners, namely Nana Bayau Family @fléo ad the Debuo Family olLawraand parate
Memorandum ofUndest andi ngs o6 ( Mo U) ebfaniliesere qustiochRvére a n d
executednitially signalling intention for ownership transfeNVRA has since aguired Leasedor

the lands from the Lands Conissian.

Fdlowing the listing and quantification of allcenomc crops on the project sites, VRayain

processed &lnecessary documeations requed for the myment of economic crops and pes

which wasthen communicated and agreed with by the cmpners The Iandowners and
community leadergduring the varias stkeholder engagements askd that @& pat of their

customs, certain riteoughtto be performed é&fore theprojects commece anda list of itens

required made available to the VRA

In August 208, consutations wereheld with two (2) elderly women o wae engaged in
farming activities ortheKaleo Site(SeePlate10). This was to help undstand how thegxpect

to continue their livelihood due tdé dispacemen as requestetly the EPA in their review
commens on the Draft EIA. The women were Adat Kofi (0249864805) and Esther
Mwinmandele (05442183). Premntat this meeting was John Badyu Putieha,he endowner of
the site as well as Hon. Ngnmie A.Noah 0247697937),ite Kaleo East Assemblyman and also
the assigned members of the Project éveince Committee.The women farmers, o are als
related to he bndowne, are engaged in anal croppingof groundnuts, millets and beans. As at
the daé of the cmnsutation, whichwas August 27, 2019, they had eal # farming activities
on the saiddrd. It must be noted that farming adties have ceased orhe Lawra ste, and the
farmers acording to thelandowner have moved on to other bare lafdis thar farming
activities VRA employed voluntary acquisibn for the acquisitionof land and compeasion
based on agreed vas has beepad to the farner and redtives for the land and thecenomic
trees This notwithstandig, it is expected that furtheristusson will be held on thesubgct to
ensure that # livelihoods of all hose affected by theproject, especially thadvf vulnerable
groups like he elderlywomen,are not negatively ipacted.
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The landowner of the KaledSite 2, John Bangugu Putiaha darthe Adams Fulani (Fulani
herdsman) were also engageduring the same meetinwith the elderly vwomenregarding the
relocdion of Fuani herdsman fronthe site(See Plate 11). Accordng to the landowner, he has
recaved full compensation for tle lard and has had discusss wth the Fulani lerdsman
regarding s relocation. He notedhat the Filani had planted orn and assed tha the Fulani
after havesting their corn in SeptembedI® will be relocated by close @ctoker 31, 2A9. He
agreedhatit was his responsiliy to relocate the #ani and has iderfied other areas wherbe
Fulaniwill berelocatedSubsequengl he onsented to a formalommitment to his promise and
this was witnessed by Hon. Ngminnieddh, he Assemlyman of Kaleo(SeePlate12). As
shown in Table 1-1, the sitein question, Kaleo Site 2is to be utilised for the Phase 2
Devdopment vhich is planned foruhe 2@0.

A meeting was als heldwith members of thé&luo-ire Family of Lawa regarding the relmation
of the Kulbonuo Tree Shrire, located closectthe Lawra 8e andalong the path leadg to the
Black Volta(SeePlate13). The VRA Team noed tha the Lawrasite hasbeenacquired in sucta
way t avoid the Brine, however, its raness tahe project sitecould bea recpe for future
conflict thusthe need for the engagement. Téader of the family, Raymod Nuc-ire, indicatel
that when tkir forefathers settled ahé prgect site, theyexperienced peacehts, they decided
to worship atthe tree shrine de to the peadal naure of the settlementraditional rites are
performel atthe tree shrine after ¢hhanest ofcrops,usually in Otober. The last time such a
sacriicial ceremony \as performed was inyear 2015 and this ha been dudo the demise of
their father o usudly led in the ceremy. However, these ceremoniales are expected to
commencdan the coming yearsso the needot coexist with the Lawra slar project within the
same \cinity is crtical for the family

VRA reiteraked that the sine can easyl co-exist with the solar pwer project and will do so by
instaling a chain linked fenak with acces gate to be kept uder lok, to avoid encroachemt
by pedestrians. Téshrine owners willthereforehavedirect access tdhe shrine as andvhen
requiredfor the necessary ritualmd this will not have any impaan the project. A Consent
Sheet famally execued between thshrineowners and the VRA d&am onAugust 29, 2018s
attached as paxf Appendix 8.The ist of key PAPsconsultedasat close of Agust 29 are
outlined inTable6-1.

Table6-1: List of Key Propety Affected Pesons Consulted Reghng Acquisition

Community Affected Property Persons Consulted Title
Kaleo Land belonging to | § Mwini Bankuro Sanjie A Family Head
the Nana Bayal{ S.Anwabiri A Elder
Family 1 Adama Boulinuba A Elder
1 JohnBadingu Putieh A Elder
Economic Crops 1 Joseph Kofi Maliwiihi A Crop Owner
1 JohnBadingu Putieha | A Crop Owner
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Community Affected Property Persons Consulted Title
Annual crops { EstherMwinndel A Farmer
1 Agata Kofi A Farmers
Hamlets § Adams Fulani A Squater
Lawra Land belonging td § Nuo-Ire Raynmond A Family Head
the Debw Fanily 1 Nuo-lre Imuo A Famiy Elder
9 Nuo-lre ZomNang A Family Elder
Economic Crops 1 Nuo-Ire Raymad A Family Head
f Kuunor Sangtuo A Crop Owne
Kulbonuo Tree 1 Nuo-lre Raymond A Strine Owner
Shiine 1 Nuo-Ire Pies A Shrine Owner

6.3.Engagements with Community Members
The stakeholdeengagenents where required, may also includebtia hearings withtraditional

heads, opinion leaders and commyrmenbers at designated areasthe commurties. The
Ghana EA ReguldionsLI 1652 reqiire the EFA, if relevant,to organize public hearings pat
of stakeholder engagemengection 31of the IFC Perforrance Standard also reiterates this
requiremat, by requesting clients to cduct an Inforned Consultation andParticpation (ICP)

proess hat wil r e s u |l t i n the Af frenedtgetidpatioro €M invoivasiae s 6
more indepthexdiange of viewsand informatbn, and an organized and itevaticonslltation,
leading tothee | i e n tpdading into thardecision-making processhe views d the Affected

Communities on matters thatfectthemdirectly, such as the proposed mitiigpn measures, th
sharing of @velopment benefits and opporties, and implementation issues

Stakeholde engagements witltommuniy menbers involvel the use & public hearings to
ensure maximum partigationby dl. Under the projecthree(3) maja public hearinggelative
to the current project sites have beendetaken. These events wererganized to pvide
opportunityto disciss tle project wih the comnunity members and theutcomes of thee are
discussedbelow.

6.3.1. Local Stakeholder Hearing for the Clean Development Mechanism

The projecthas tle prospect of contributgnin a large rasure to the gloldeeffort at reducing
carton reduction. Subsequently, VRA, with assistance ofhbaeyer International (project
consultants), regteed the SPRIWR under the Clan Development Mechanism (CDMa,
project-based mechanism foralgreenhouseagemission reduatin undetthe Kyoto FPotol.

The djectives for registering SRBWR with theCDM are:
A To help mitigate climate change
A To assst the country inachieving (i) sustainable development and) (trander of
technology knowhow
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A To assist th country to achies their internationdly binding emision reduction
commitments

The projectis to demamstrde that emissions reductions from egrable energy canearn
additiond income and the introduction &DM know-how was expected toisg environmetal
awareness andegerateinterest inlow carbonenergy technologies. Under the CDM, a local
staleholde heaing is an important procedure whickhal ensure the wstainability and
transparency of the projeot conern. For CDM projects, awofold stakéolder procedure is
requirel, embracinga local axd an international stakeholder consultation. \Wées he
international stakeholder consultatitakes places durig validation & an advanced stage of the
CDM project development cycle, the momes of thelocal stakeholder daring reed to be
consideed n theofficial project documentation, the-salled Prgect Design Document (PDD).

It is the pojec t d e v eebpongikiliy fosinvite the local stakeholde for an according
stakeholderconsultation.Within the PDD, itmust bedemonstrated¢hat commnents ly local
stakeholders have been invited,uBmsnaryof the comments received has been prodjdad a
report tothe designatd operational entity on how dwecountwas taken of any commenhas
been reeived. The local stkeholde public heaings for the wo project sites under the CDM
were heldon Januay 2012. This was done in collaboration wiLahmeyer Interngonal (now
Tractebel Engineering) The eventat Kakeo was held at th8t. Basilde Vocatioml Schoolon
Januay 19, 2012 whilst that atLawra wasat the Lawra Municipal Assembly hall aimawary
20, 012. Plate14 and Plate 15 shows pictures at ¢6CDM hearingevent at Kaleo and hara
respectively.

6.3.2. Pre-Construction Local Stakehotl er 6 s Event s

A preconstrucbon st&eholder engagement events were held invéiober 2017 to asically
inform the community members about ttleangeof project scope, thas the eliminéon of the
Jirapa die and he extension ofhat d Kaleo and Lawra coomunities Theevent at Kale was
held & the St. Basilde Vocational Schooh November 2, @17 whilst tha at Lawra was at the
Lawra Municpal Asembly hall on Nov. 3, @17. Notice fa the local stakehokt evens were
though mblic banners a d v e r tamnguacerseat irthe nationaldailies as well as radio
announcements on Wds#t Radio 88.1 M at Lawra andTumpaani 88.5FM FM based in
Nadowii for the Kaleo event.

Identifiable staleholder groups werenvited b the events bjormal letters. Participats included
representativesdm the insitutions:

A Environmental ProtectioAgency,

LawraMunicipal Assenbly

NadowliKaleo District assempl

GhanaPolice Service

GhanaNational FireSevice

> > > > >
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Ghana HealtlBervice
Traditional Auhorities
Landowners

Communty Representatives
Media Hougs

v > > >

The District Chief Executives of the Nadowkialeo DistrictHonorable Katerine T. Lankono and
that of Lawa Municipal Assembly, Honoralel Martin Bombare, were each preseat tre events
within their areasof jurisdictionsand chaired the function¥he rontedhnical explanation of the
project wa presented by RA through a pwer point presentation and thetlme was as follows:

A Update o Project Stats

A Outcome of Enviromentallmpact Assessnmg
A Key Mitig ation initiatives

A Way forward.

Upon agrement wth paticipants, the presentation was radad English laguage and trasfated

in the local dialect i.e. &yaari,at both the Kaleo andawra eventsThis was done by theected
community repreentatves, &so knowns asAssemblymen, in theareas. Frhernore Al
guestions and comments from thiekeholders werenade in EngBh language/ Dagaari. Hence,
potertial language barriers were lguconsideredand it was ensuredat all participants hd the
same level of undersanding of the locastakehol@r corsultation. The presentation was followed
by general discusons, to endb participants make inputs or heatheir concerns addressed as
required.Plate 16 and Plate 17 showspictures at the public hearing event atlé&aand Lawra
respectively.

6.3.3. Engagement with Traditional Authorities

One of the key issuehat came out uting thepre-constrution stakehdder engagement gathe
need for VRA to formally introduce the contactos to te traditional authorities i to
commencement of workThis was to pable them d collaborate dkctively in project
implemeration especially regarding employme Subquently, following the exeation of
contract wih Elecnor SAof Spain and he plaaned commencement of physia@nstuction in
November 2019, VRAN August 2019met with the traditonal auhorities in Lawra ad Kaleo.
The rational was to introdecthe catractors to them ando update them on projeqirogress as
well as soicit coopersion during project informatio, as has been agreed upon during the
stekeholderaneeing in Novembe 2017.The meeting at Kalewas held at the Kaleo Townhall on
August 27,2018 (seePlate 18) whilst that at lawra was at the Lawr&aa Palace oAugust28,
2019 (SeePlatel9). TheVRA Team waded bythe Project Directowho was accompaed by the
Project Engineeng and Environmental Teams, staffNEDCoand representizesof Elecnor and
Tractabel.
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The tradtional authorities were informed hat VRA had finally completedhe pocess of
proaurement of the contractors @runding for he project hadeen receivedrom the German
Government. Physat constuction is targted h November 209 and the comactorswill be basd
largely in Wa. Compesation has been paid for thequired landaswell as all economic trees on
the project sitesFarmers havéeen allowedto harvest annual crops and it igpected that
landownerswill ensure that faning activities are easedvy close of September 2019 &tlow for
smooth entry ontthe lard. Thekey issue raised by the participantvere on emplmment for the
youth. The Prigct team assured that they will bependng on the commmity leaders to assi in
the empbyment pocesdoers ur e i t dpmject im@ementatioh. e ¢ t

6.4.Engagenents Stakeholder State Ageries
Various cosutations have beerheld with key state agencies as sthkédersright from the initial

stage of the projet in 2012till dateto discuss mject implementationteatedes.In 2012, he offiaals
of thesestate gencies were briefed on tipeoject as welbs their expected roles gnsiring smooth
and successfyproject impementation. VRAofficials al® discused the various cormopents of tk
project, including isues @ environmental managemnt andselegion of project site, among others.
In addition toinformal discussions, forrhkette's were also submitted some of th state agencseto
solicit for relevant information foreither the B process or for smoothollaboration. The letter
requestedthat if their outfit had any interest, ogen, or speal knowledge relating to penial
environmental, healtlgccupationakafety as welas so@l effects of he proposed undertiy, they
may submit such concerrotthe Project Director, VRA.The stée agecies wee also invited to
participaei n tLbcal &takéholder Hearing for he Clean Development Mechaniso that was
hdd in January @12.

Following the nitial phase consultions and da to changes in projestoge, representativefsom
stakehdader ayencieswere again invited to pariwat e i PreG@ohstuctidn Local Stakelide s 6
Event® o r g a Navembeat 20L7Mheir invitaton wasesseriall dueto change of governme at
the tme resulting inlikely changs in personnel workingt the® agewies, epecially the
administrativeheads.Their invitation was to enable themoice out their concerns angrovide input
not project imemenation.

VRA in August 2019 also intduced the mject contractors tohe heds of the local governent
administration inthe projectareas. These we the Upper W4 Regional Minister, Honoable Hafiz
Bin Salih the Nadwli-Kaleo Didrict Chief Exeutive, Honouable Kaherine T. Lankono ahthat of
Lawra Municipal Assembly,Honaurable Martin Bombdre. The Lavra Municipal Chief Executve
was represard by the Murtipal Coordinating DirectorMohmmed A. Majeed. A preseation on
the gatus of the mjectwas mae to theUpper West Regiondllinister. Pictures of theséugust
2019events are shown inlate20to Plate23.

The state agemes are listedoelow, and the lis of individualsconsultedso far during ltese enggenents
areoutlined n Appendix 5
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Upper West Regionaldministration
Lawra Municipal Assembly
NadowliKaleo District Assembly
Ghana Health Seice

Ghana Education Service

Ghana National Fire Sepe

Lands Conmission

Land Use & SpatiaPlanning Department
Department of Feeder Roads

National Disaster & MargementOrgansatian
Ghana Meteorological Agency,
Ministry of Food & Agriculure
Departmentbf Social Welfare

DD D DD DD D

6.5.Consultations with Stakeholders of Neighlouring Facilities/Activities
As requestedby the EPA,owners / repsentatives of @ighbouring facilitieslocaed within the

project vicinity are criticabtakeholders and needs to be consultedidw of this, a meeting was held
on August 29, 2019 withapresatatives from the undksted facilties at theKaleo Commuity
InformationCentre(SeePlate24 of Appendix3):

A Kaleo Police Station,

Kaleo R/C Pmnaty,

KaleoDA Nursery,

Kaleo DA Primary Schal,

Churchof Pertecost

Ahmadiyah Mission Hospital,

Emmanuel Vérldwide Synagogue

> > > > > > >

List of participantan providedin Appendix 5 VRA informed them of the status dfe project ad
advised that the contractavill be commencing work in Nvember 2019. Subsequentlys key
stakehdders aroud the projecfadlity, their expected role will beotfadlitate to ensure collaoration
for the smoth implementation of the pyect. Discussias centred on the need fodection on road
traffic, road safety (especially with thechod children), noisemaking, socialconflict, HIV and
related sexually trasmited diseases, vandalistheft, etc. Mitigative measures put in place agll
as oppomnity for employment were ab disaus®d. The project teanfurther requested for all
concerrs during project implementationot be channelledthrough the assemblyméair amicable
resolution ancencouaged prticipants to avoid construction oflegal road anps as it reduces the
integity of the road resulting inpot holes which will not becondudve for the project and
community
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6.6.Consultations with Forest Services Division
Forest Services iision (FSD) of the Forestry Commissions chargd to protect, deslop and

manage the county oFores and wildlife resources There will be the comstruction of a
subtrarsmisson line throudp about 0.5k section through the forest reserat Lawra. Thidas the
patertial of compromising on the tegrity of the reserve. Consultations have sulipently been
held with the Forest ServiseDivision (FSD)o hep discuss modalesfor ensuring thtthe affeced
forest reserve does not suffany unreasonabléegradéon due to tle project activities.Thos
consulted included=SD Heaebffice in Accra, Upper Wes$ Regbnal office in Wa as welas the
District office in Lawra The ©nsutationscentredon work in the reserve to ensure adherencéhto
conditions ofMOU beaween VRA and FSD regarding constrtion and operations obulk power
transmission heswithin fored reserves.

A joint field visit was udertaken in May 2012 bythe VRA survey tearmand FSD (Lavra District) to
the Lawra Statiofrorest Reserve tiospedt the0.5 km £ction where the sutsansmssion line would
traverse. The field visivas to emble he two (2) agencies haaebetter underanding of the impact
of the project withinthe reserve. Issues agreed upon were as fokow
A VRA shall formlly inform FSD of the project to enable ém tale relevant action
A Copies of the line routeap throwgh thereserve should be madeaidable to FSD.
A FSD tocomprehensivelyassas the resourcstuation and tree species to kfected by the
project for renoval purposes and tle cost of this borneyoVRA to pave way for he
construction of the Sat Power Fojectat Lawrg

Following ths, VRA in May 2012 formally notified FSD ofthe project inrequiremerg of the Mol
and FSDundertook a field inspectiorgport The Report indcated that the portioof the foest to be
affected by the constructinis relaively insignificant and the corresponding dagpanay rot be
much. FSDrecommended for thathe treeshat would be destroyed must be paid for in line vl
requirements ofthe MoU between VRA ah FSD. VRA further in 2018 formally engaged the
Lawra Distict Office of Forest Services Division (FSD9 tindetake baselinesessment of flora
ard fauna resorces within the proposed project sites namely; las8taton Forest Reseve, Lawra
Solar SiteKaleoSite 1, Kaleo Se 2 and Kaleo Site 3heprimary purposeof the assessment was to
gather informabn onflora and fauaresouces in the prposed projetareas.

In August 2019, and based on EPA reviemnments VRA consultel FSD about the possiity of
assisting todentify areas for offsetig vegetaion to be cleared under the proje@the FSD oficial
contacted was MrFrancis Brobbey, lie Lawra Didrict Forestry Manage=SD indicated thaabout
50,000 sedlings are rased annually for distution to individual ad organisations for plang.
Additional FSD also undertake Youth Employment infékestaion as well asSustanable Land &
Water Managenent Roject. VRA could therefore provide supportany o these aeas wihin the
District as ameansof offsetting tle over 1,400 trees that ai@be clared under the projectVRA
informed that theyintend offsetting usiig the ongoing Volta @Grge Reforemtion Programme in
Akosombo butould consider thproposel options andwill liaise with FSD vinen dee.
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The list of FSD officers consultedo far is provded in Appendix 5and goingforward, there is e
neal to reengage FSD with respect toopect implenentation within e Lawra Station Forest
Reservewith respect tothe haveging of theeconomidrees within thereseve to protect its integsy.

6.7.Consultations with Water Resources Commission
All the PV sites are to beequpped with a breholefor operational and domestitsse The impact on

water reource espedcilly, ground waer, is critcal as vater s requred for cleaning of the PV
modules on a regular basig€stimated volume of water demantbr wet cleanng of solar paels
ranges fom 19.5 n3/year to 84.5 @/yearfor a durationof 20 yearsTher is the needo ensue that
enough waters avalable and that there is no negative impamh the drinking water supplyitsation
of the nearby commmities which may create sultantial socialconflicts. In view of the this, VRA
formally requested the Watd&kesouces @mmissiam to povide detaild information on theactual
water supply situationthe risk of depletion of grond waer resources and pokk (negativg
impacts on Jlage water spply. In their response letter, dat March 4 2019, WRC advistas
follows:

a. Average borelle yield isabout53.3 L/min (3.2 m¥hour) (HAP, 2011). Therefi®, this
yield can satisfy omeetthe estimated volume o¥ater demandof the companyor wet
clearing of solarpanels(19.5 n¥/year to 84.5 n¥lyear).

b. The abstration rates wil not have anynegative s&ss onhe aqifer. However, detailed
hydrogeologi@l and geophysical investigatbnsshould be employed to éae extensive
fracture zons to increaséhe chancesf drilling success antdigheryielding boreholes to
meet éémand.

c. Moreowr, sirte the abstiiion raes wil not have any negative stress om tiguifer, the
drinking watersuppl of the communities wolvedwill not be affectedhegatively.

6.8.Consultationswith Energy Commission
As mentioned under Secti@.3.1, the Energy @mmission(EC) hasoversightresponsibities of

the energy sectorand are responsible forthe reglation, management, developnteand
utilization of energy resources ibhana; prowe for the granting oflicenses for the
transmission wholesale sipply, dstribution and saleof eledricity and natual gas; refining,
storage bulk distribution, marketingand sle of petroleum prodésandto provide for related
matters. The Commission performs these regulaip functions through elaboian and
enforcement dtechnical rules.

Basedon their madate VRA is legally obliged t@aquirethe underlistd pernits from EC:
a. Siting Permit
b. Condruction Rermit
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c. Generation & Electri¢cy WholesaleSupply Licence

It must be noted that VRA has abgy engaged vith the Energy Commission ahhas olained
Siting and ConstructionaPemits for the 4AMWLawra and13MW Kaleo Solar Sites VRA will
alsoapply for the Constructional Permitor the 18MW Phase2 development when ¢hime is
dug i.e. financial tosureachiexedand B°C contract excuted

6.9.Consutations with Ghana Airports Company Limite d
An approximately 12.5knoverhea line system outgoinffom Kaleo PVsubstation to the 38 kV

busbar of theWa GRIDCo Substatiois to be developed under the lika Soar Pover Projet. This

new Ine isexpectd to cross lhe airstrip at Wa, and as indied earlier under Section 3.5, VRA

to formally engagevith the Ghaa Airports Company regdingthe new line VRA hasformally

requested for permigs) from theGhanaAirports Compay, to lay the 34.5kV undergund cable
line under the aitgp, alongthe culvett as well as my compliance requireemts that nedsto be

adhered.

6.10. Establishment of Grievance Commitees
The establishment of Grievance mechanism teeree and fadlitate resolution of Affected

Commwni ti esd concer ns alieandt 0gsr ieenvvainrcoensmeéohesude atnhde
is emphazed under Section 35 of the IFC Performee Sandard 1 (212). Consultatios with
the elected represeatives of the comnunities, specifically the District Gief Executives of the
Lawra Digrict and Nadowli/Kaleo District Assemblies as well as elected repnésives from
Lawra and Kato ommunitieson the Loch Govemment, knownas Assembly persons / Unit
commitee menberswas undetaken with a view of collang social information as wellsa
informing them about the project and its impacts on the communéyibarsand to request them
to represent asGrievance @mmittee Members.Till date, VRA had identifiedthe following
persans askey in the two (2) project @nmunities to perform the functions of Grace
Committees as showin Table 6-2. The memership isto be updat depending on the
contingencies of the time dag implemaentation.

Table 6-2: Proposed GrievaecCommittee Members

Community Name of Assemblyperson Position Contact number

Kaleo I Hon. Katherine T Lankono 9 District Chief Exeautive 1 0207444484
1 Hon. Ngminnie A. Noah 1 Kaleo EastAssemblyman | 0247697937
1 Nana Oboabeng Aberi 1 CID, Ghana Blice Service| 1 024110397

Lawra i Naa Puowele Karbo Il 1 Lawra Naa 1 0244805521
1 Martin Domotier Bombdre 1 Municipal Chief Exective | 024498576
I Hon.David Y. Kuudegi 1 YagpelleAssenblyman I 0208816135

Membe's ofthe Grievance Committee aggpeded to assist VRA in thiollowing ways.
A Serves as a liaison between the community members RAd V
A Address misleading issues/jptems if ay.
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A Bear wihess to any damagead compensations to be gai
A Identify and testify ri ghtful owners of properties.

6.11. Public Disclosure
Disclosure 6 EIA information is part of the process of identificatiohimpacts and risksVith

resgect to pulic disclosue under the EIA $idy, the Draft PEA Report vgapulicly disclosed in
the national dailies in July@®2 for comments, and a copy of this pudiien was provided in the
Updated PEA Repor/RA in Octolker 2017, again publicly discloskthe FinhUpdated PR and
the associatk standalone NorTechnicalSumnmary (NTS) Repat to erable the public make
inputs or provide review comment$atest by Noverner 30, 2017 Copies ofthe Public Disclse
Noticeshavebeen made availab¢ inthe projectFinal EIA Report.

The Draft EIA Reportfor the 35MW Solar project was also publicly disclogd in the Daily
Graphic andhe Ghanaian Times, the two (2) most widekgulating newspapers in the country
in Jure 2019and copiesmadeavailable at the nderlisted locations for tle pwlic to assess and
provide any review commes:

E-copyon the \RA Corporate website atww.vra.com
EPAHead office inAccra

EPA Upper West Regial Office n Wa

LawraDistrict Assembly

Nadowli-KaleoDistrict Assenbly

Paramountcyf Lawra Naa

D 2ip 3 9 'S

Commentswvere tobe provided tothe EIA team at the address, tédX numbers or enail address
provided below It must be notedhat no comments haceén received fronthe pulic by the
close of tle deadline ofuly 31, 2019.

The Chief Executive
Volta River Author ity
P. O. Box MB 77, Accra
Tel No: +2 33-302-664941-9

Email: corpcomm@vra.com

2 See Appendi® for copy of the Public Disclosue Ndice for the 35MWSPP- UWR
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6.12. Acquisition of Permits & L icensing
The necessary statitory permits and licensethat must be acquired fohe& constructin and

operational/maitenane phases of the solar power potjareas bllows:

EnvironmentalConstriction/OperationaPermits from the EPA

Siting Permitfrom EnergyCommission

Construcion Permitfrom Energy Comnssion

Building Permis from Lawra Municpal & NadowlKaleo District Assemblies
Water Use Permirom the WaterResources Commission

Fire Permt from the Ghana Ni#onal Fire Sevice

g. Generation &Electricity Wholes#e Supply Licence from Energy Commission

~0 Q0o

VRA hasconsequenthembarled on relevanadivities to ensurall required permits have been
obtainedand has egaged all the state agenciesatved to discuss odalities Currently, egal
approvals and paeiits siwch asthe Siting andConstructiomal Permts from the EnergyCommission
as well asthe Environmental Penit from the EnvironmentaProtection Agency have leen
acquired VRA acquiredthe Building Permits for the Lawra and Kaleo $ar Power Sites from
Lawra Municipal andNadowli-Kaleo District Asseblies respectivelyin October2017and hese
are available inthe Fnal ESIA Reportlt mustbe notedtha excep for the BuildingPermit, #
the dovementimed permits are to b@witinuausly renewed durigpthelifetime of theproject.

3 See Appendia for the Constuctional andEnvironmental Permits
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Chapter 77 STAKEHO LDER ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMME : FUTURE PLANS &
METHO DS

7.1. Introduction
Currently, the project is at its constrigrial phaseand engagemengctivities underiken

during thedesignand HA phase have beenindicatedundea Chaper 6. VRA will continueto
develop and buildandructive relationships with relevant akeholders on anngoing basis
througtoutthe life ofthe Prgect.

7.2. Key Issues
An important element of the EIA Process is to evaluate the issues raisedhthineug

interactions with authorities, the public, the specialiststhen EIA team and the projec
proponent. In accordance with the philosophy of Ireegl Environmental Management, it is
important to focus the EIA on the key issues, such as those isatiese considered critical
for decisioamaking To assist in thedentification of key issues, decisioamaking process
is applied to the issues sail, based onwhetheror not the issue falls within the scope and
responsibility of the proposed projeaft whether or noenoughinformation is available to
respond to thessue raised without furthepecialist investigatian

Based orthe issus rasedat the project briefingsduring thedesignand EIA Phass status
guo conditions of the study area and thature ofthe prgosed development, the key issues
of concernthat must be consideregkgardng stakelo | d eemgagementsluring poject
implementaibn ae summaized & below:

Effective Community Entrypy PiojectContrad¢ors

Employment for Community Mebers

Social InveshentProgramme

Availability of Grievance Redress Mianism

Land Acquisition& Compensatiorfor Loss Poperty

Risk toPublic Séety, Commurnty Health & Security Issues
Continued Engagemeituring Consgruction & Operational Phase
Effective Monitoring & Evaluation Process

Acquisitionof Permis

PP B N PP P

To address thabove, drther consulton is planned to refreghe project iformationand o
disdose he mitgaion andother management plamgpon commencement afonstructional
activities.Thefollowing activities are to be undeken agpart of the next steps gagements:

7.3. Effective Community Entry by Project Contractors
Community entryis critical for aceepance ofthe project by the commiig members. In th

various discussions, the comniynmembes have equested that prior to project exaount
VRA shoulbl endeavor tontroduce he EPC contractor to the Btrict Chief Executiveand
Traditional auhorities
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Thefollowing actions must bémplemengd:

A

VRA should give adrmal rotification of the Lavra andNadoliKaleo District Chief
Executives on the dateof project commncementThe letter should be copeéto the
tradiional auhorities.

Self-introducton of EPC Contractorto the DCEson arrival of onsiteprior to project
implementation.

Selfintroductionof EPC Contractor to traditional dugrities in Lavra and Kaleo on
arrival of onste prior to projectimplementation | tpértart thatthe gatform is
create for the various partieso provide inform&éon on concerns that needs to be
consideed during the project implementation and torag on grievace redress
mechanism in face. It must be noted thahere are twd2) facions o thetraditonal
authority & Kaleo and therefore botheedto be recogized in the process to avoid
conflict.

VRA / EPC Catractor must observe all necessatyaditional requirements prior to
projed commencement.

The above activities wee perforned from August 2729, 20P and therefore have been
completed.

7.4. Employment for Community Members
Throughout theconstruction and perations phase dfolar Projet; VRA shall adopt he

requirementdf its Local Content Blicy as well as Local Contat & Locd Paricipation
(Electriaty Supply Industry) Regulations, A0, LI 2354 In this respect the following
recruitment and trainingracticesarerecanmended to bdevelop:

A

7-2 | Page

Give prefeence to theemployment o local citizensas muchas possible, inading
preparirg a deailed training programfor construction and opations with aview to
ensuring the development afitable andqualified Ghanaan personnel over time at all
levels.

Uselocal employment and smaing policies to give parities to peofe within the o
progect mmmunites specifcally and the NadowdKaleo District and Lavra Municipal
in general.

As diswssed during thetakeholder hearing eventsirategies adopted undeéhe
Navrongo Solar PoweProject in the recruitmenof locals shald be usedas an
example for adopion undetthis project.

Announcgob opportunities \a both the electronic and printedha.

Improvementof local skills through trainingto maximize localemployment and
facilitate economic developmennitiatives that Bneft both Ghana andthe Lawra al
Kaleocommunities.

Procure food siff and fish fromthe local communities, thus proimg a source of
income for such communities. Regarding thi®d vendors from the local comumities
must be encouragedd sell theirfood to workersat designaed plaes within the project
site.
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A Investnent in local busiesses, mainly Small and Medium tErprises (SMEs)ot
upgradetheir ability and increase the amountgdods andervices sourakfrom local
communities.

7.5. SociallnvestmentProgramme
The communty memlers were ery keen inbenefittig from any social investment

programmes of the VRA. There isthereforethe need to esure early implemenation the
VRA Communty Develgoment Programme (CDP).

Details of how he CDPis to beimplementechas teen povidedunder Seabn 8 of this
report.

7.6. Availability of Griev ance Redress Mechanism
The VRA Community Relations Officeand Project EHS officer should have goochpport

with the GrevanceCommitteeMembers to serve dgison betweenthe commuities and

VRA. Thes officers should be conversant witthe Ghana EPA Grievance Rex$s

Mechanismi Operatonal Manual (June 20)G0 ensureeffective implementation. Any
mediation process shabe mnfidentid, transparent and objectivas well as accoutable,

easy fast,accurateand participative.

Details of howgrievance mechanisim to beimplementedhas been provided under Secti®n
of this report.

7.7. Land Acquisition & Compensation
Conpensatio for land has been mad&he Traditonal authoritieswere emphatic abouttheir

willingnessreleasingto releas more lands for similar actions for theebefit of the
community. Wth this goodwill, there is the need for VRA tmeaningfully engage th
traditional authorities andDistrict Chief Executives on oneamdand thelandowners on tle
other for any additiondands required for the projects.

7.8. Risk to Public Saety, Community Health & Security Issues
To ensure community Safety, Healthda®ecuity, the following actions are recomended:

A Assign a communityidison person toliaise wih the EPC Contactor, Parammt Chief
and the District Chief Execugvuponcommencement of the project.

A EPC Comractos 6 w o rtdkdesistr frone irrespondibd sexwal behaior during project
implemeration through sexual healthdecation events.lIt is highy recommended that
VRA sesks the assistance of the respective Ristiedth Service in execution of any
heath education programme for the workers.

A VRA to provide effedive sectty measures forhie PV Plats and the projectites
through fendng, enoudn security staff and othemeasures such as floodlightvith
motion control.

A A buffer zonemust k& createdaroundthe project site aaleo torestrict impacts oftte
projecton commurly membes.
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A VRA to acquire firepermitfor the solar ppwer progctsprior to project implementain
to ensure fire safety.

A EPC Contactor to tain personnel of the Gham National FireService on how to deal
with fire resulting from Salr Projects as part bthe reqirements for the Engeering,
Proaremert ard Constration (B°C) contractor.

A VRA to preserve the nearby water bodytheLawra project sitdy creating vegetion
around thewvater body if required

A Provde an alternative @ess raite to the neeby local resort at theLawra sie, if
requred asthe route ¢ the lacal resorhas been iderfted to beoutside the proj area
at Lawra.

A Developnent and dissemitian of internaibnal best practicesegarding working
conditions,health and safety andoverall management practiceas VRA andthe EPC
Contractorworkforces

A Use of Local Goods and eB/ices to provide opportuigs for local business
participaton withV RAG6s progr ammes

7.9. Continued Engagement DuringConstruction & Operational Phase
Engagemet duringthe construction andperation prees ams to maintan links with all

stakeholders t@nsure that impact mitigatiois being implemented gdanned.Stakeholder
engagemenduring the construction phaswill relate to dlactvities leading up to and durg
the physical constation of infradructure as wellas the managerent of contactorsand
construction contracts. Engagement during coostnu is essentially about invdivg
stakeholders in assesginvhether measuresre working as intended, being regmsive to
grievances, rd identifying alterndives whee there are falings. VRA recognkes that
effective engagement with stakeholders dyroonstruction phase will set thne for
community, local gvernment, and otihextmal relationships for the fe of theProject

Prgect informdion meetngs are lte mostcommon method of engagente®uch meetings
include the regular meetings thatvkabeen taking place since 20dgweenVRA andother
state institutions as well wih commuities o different tojics such as land use,lA
disclosue, EIA process andoreparabn, prebaseline survey getings; and meetings with
KfW representativewith communitiesduring theVRA/KfW project reviewvisits, etc.

Prior to the stdrof corstruction, VRA Project Teanwill identify stakeholdersikely to be
affected by consruction and their cacens priaitized. Concerns and issues of risks to
women and vulerable groups will be given higtriprity. VRA will engage and continuously
consult ptential project affected stakwlders notifying thenof constrution timelines and
any potatial changego the rekvant schedules. For communities living near to thecsel
project site, the effects ofoise, dust, vikation, traffic, and lightingassocated with
construction can caesdisturbances and enutal stres, as well as pose physial or health
hazard. Noification will be communicated in the following areas:

A The purpose and nature of the stactionactivities.
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A The start date and ddi@n of planned corstruction activites; and
A Potential impats and prposed mitigation mesures.

The above nformation will be communicated using various means including W#iRA
website, roadside signs neawnstruction sitg, poster boards in publidgzes,newsleters,
doorto-door leafets distribution, radi messagesnobile pwlic addess sygms, and via
stakeholder representatives or public meetings. This campaign véllled by contractors
under superision of the VRA ProjectTeam This information wil be @mmunicated in a
form ard substance acptableto the affetedgroups. To enare that specific sections of the
community who may include youth, women, the eldenigt any other vulnerable persoae
engaged, focus groupsgussions will béneld tofadlit ateopen discussions and ensure that
their iews are hard.

Prior to the start of construction, VRA willorganize a training session for contractors and
their subs as appropriate on goa@gice stakeholder engagenteExpectations o/ RA for
effective stakeholder engagemie with affected communties by the pioject managers,
supenvisors and field staff will be presented for the understanding of all for eiffect
implementation.

During @ndruction, it is typicallythe contractors ahsubcotractas who have dajo-day
contact with local stakdwolders. Tle quality of their interadion with the affected
comnunities, government authorities and other stakehsldelt reflect directly on the
prgect and can have reputatal consequencetor VRA. Devebping prequalification
appraisal criteriaand elated qudsonnares that ases the capaliity of the main cotract
bidders to meet minimum standards for stakedvobthgagement and social perf@rce can
help in the selean process.During tis period, VRA should continue to conduct
stekeholder enggemens to inform and seek fedback fom communities on social nal
environmental progress of éhproject, address gsimns The frequency of stakehodad
engagementeeds tde maintained or incesed a the goject transitiondrom construcion
to operatbns. It is envisioned that during theconstruction phase the k&holder engagement
activities will be expanded to diss specific issues sues loch labour recruitment and
training opportunigs. Landowvners and affected indiiduds will be invited to neetings as
andwhen required.Specificattention will begivento thetwo (2) elderly women who were
engaged in farmig activities on thekaleo Site Focusgroup meetings to explain sensitive
issues arond impact and mitigation(wate management, biodivatg, noisedustvibration,
visual andecosystems services) wile organizedasrelevant

7.10.Specific consultationwith Key State Agencies
Biodiversty-related consultation should take place whibrest Sevices Division to review

proposed actions for sustaimg piority easystem ervices.VRA is to pay FSD for all
economic trees that alfed on the Lawra ForesReserve, and theProject Team in
conjunction with FSD will have to enumeratesuch treesduring the constructionof the
transmissiorine. Also, of key importarce s the provision of tree seedlings toffsetthe over
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1400 treeghatwill be clearedfrom the poject site. As indicted earlier, VRA hasformally

requested for permissn from the Ghana Arports Compan, to lay the .5kV underground
cable lineunderthe airgrip, along he culvet as well as angompliance requireents that
needs to be adherel.is thereforeimportantfor a mntinuedengagemenwith the Ghana
Airports Commny Limited on the subject a the Wa Airstip is currently being used fo
comnmercial purpo®s.

7.11.Public Disclosure
As the Prgect is expected to create ongoing impacts and nghkieh will be poperly

mitigatedand managed as expla&ad in the impact assessmeviRRA will continue to povide
information during the life of the Bject. The Final EIA Reportwould beused to replacthe
Draft EIA Document on theorporate websitdn addition, the NTS Report will bepdated
and placed on the websitedonjunction with this EP. All comments received following the
releaseof the EIA Repot, NTS and SE, through meetings and witen carespondence wil
be revewed and addressed as neegssGoing forward and as part of the dislioe
processes, VRA will also give approval idfW Groupor any potential funding agency to
publicly dsdose heEIA Repot, NTS and SEPon their online po-l.

7.12.Effective Monitoring & Evaluation Process
The stakeholder engagemeattivities shouldbe periodicallymonitored andevaluaed by

the VRA Project EHS Officer. Details of how the monitoring and evaluaton will be
implemeneédhas been provetl undeiSectionl0 of this report.

7.13.Acquisition of Permits
A Water Use Perinis to be applied for bm the Wate Resairces Comnssion during

project castruction after adetailed hyrogeological and geophical invedigations is

employedto locate extense fractire zones to increaseetithances of drilling succeasd

higheryielding boreholes to meetehand.A Generatbn & Electicity Wholesale Supply
Licence and Fire Permit is tde obtainedfrom the Emrgy Gommisson and the Gana
National FireServicerespedwely during operatiorand maintenance phases.

As has beenindicated, exceptfor the BuildingPermit, # the regulatorypermitsoutlinedin
Section 6.12expireare to be entinuausly renewed dumg the lifetime of the poject.
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CHAPTER 81 SOCIAL INVESTME NT PROGRAMME

Social investmentprograms seek to minimizejitigate and cmpensate angdverse social
impacts generated by its activities, aneéhthamce beneficial socialmpactshere possible and
in acordarce with intematiorally reagnized businesselst pratice. VRA in 2012launcled
Community DevelopmentProgamme (CDP) to enhancethe Communty Development
Initiative programme initiated in 2003. The primary goal of the CDP is to continueto
maintain mutualy bereficial relaionshipswith the communites in which the VRA has
carriedoutits primary operationsinceits estalishmentin 1961 The CLCP covers areas such
as Sodal infrastructure Project&nvironmental Proteatin Activities, Industrial Atichmets,

Educaion Scheme, Healh, and Support foculturd activitiesfa al | VRAOG seasop e r
at the poject areasThe CDP thezfore servesas a social investment programmefor the
VRA.

Theprincipal objectivesof the CDP are:

A To ersure that VRA fulfils its statutory and otha negotated obligations to the
communitiesvhich areaffectedby its operatiors.

A Coordinatethe implementationf programmesndactivitieswith the communites.

A Obtaininsightsinto the key issuesandconcernsf the comnunities to ensue that VRA
Is reponsiveto the nedsof the communities.

A Develop public educationprogrammesto increag, improve and enhancerelations
between VRA andthecommunities.

The CDPsmajor focusis to cove all affectedcommunitiessuchas those impactedby the

Authority's operatiors as well & tho® hostingthe VRAGs facilities Strategieghat VRA has

adopted inmplementingthe CDP are:

A To partnerwith local governmentand agencies foispedfi c activities listed underthe
CDP

A To havean Open-door policy in dialogung with all VRA impactedcommunities on
CDP

A To developacommunicatiorplan for everyprojectexecutedinderthe CDP

A To collaboratewith the Mediaon CDP

VRA is committed to inesing in the CDP for the affected commmities acrosthelife of the

Project With respect to theroject thefollowing actions aeto be mplemengd:

A Appointmen of a VRA Community Reléons Officer for the \gper West Region to
serveas liaison betweetihe commuities and VRA

A Engagenents withKaleo anl Lawra tradtional authaeities and heads of statagencies
on the modalities to apply and benefit from the CI@B part of the partnership
arrangements

A ExtendVRA Employee VolunteerisnProgramto the edicaional institutions in Lawra
and Kaleo.
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Chapter 9 - GRIEVA NCE REDRESSMECH ANISM

9.1.Overview
A grievance is ayn query,call for clarification, problems, and concerns rdibg individuals

or groups related to activitiagdertaken or processepgied by the pragd. Timely redress

of such grieances is vital to e sasfacbry implemengtion of resettlement ando
competi on of t he prVWhgneaddressedrbe grievareas are expected to
ensure support,sawell as help achieve mdts and sustaindlbty of project activities. The
establishment of @evarce mebansm to reeive andfacilitate resaltion of Affected
Commmi ti eso concerns ben d c lgireinetvéasn ¢ e 8 v i arboonunt e
performanceis emphasized under Sewti 35 of the IFC €rformanceStandard 1 (2012). A
Grievance Redress &thansm (GRM) is therefoe a sytem by which quees or
clarifications about a project aresponded to, prohtes that arise out of implementation are
resolvedand grievances are addsed efficiently ad efectively. An effective and féicient
GRM should have multiple avenues orchanne$ for lodging corplaints, transparency,
promptness and tininess of responsemd clear procedures.

The grievance mechanisestablishedfor the projed is thereforeis a formal pocedure
through whichcommunities and indiduals affectel by sVaBtieii@s can formally
commurcate their specific concerns and grievances to thgpaoynand facilitate regutions
that are mutuayl acceptable by the parsieand within a resorable tmeframe.The overall
objective of the GRMis to provide aneffective, tranparent ad timely system hat would
give aggrieved persons redress and avtighlion, minimize bad publicity, avoidimmizes
ddays in execution of nfrastru¢ural woks, ensure public health and setfy, and
sustainabity of the Project

Every efort will be madead

A Provice accessible ways for affected persons to voice amplor resolve any
disputes tht might aise elated to projedmplemertation.

A Seek solubns toary tensions and conflistearly on in themplementation process, to
avoidadé f i r e fapppéch.i ng 6

A Identify and implement appropriate and mutually ataiele actions to redress
complaints.

A Responl ina timely manner, and witkensitivity to theneedsof complainants

A Ensure thaclaimants are sisfied with the outcome 6 the wrrective actionsand
mairtain a dialogue with them to the extent possible; and

A Avoid resorting to a high levelf adjudication such as judicial procegms, as much as
possble.
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9.2. Anticipated Categaies of Grievances
In practice grievancesand dispites that may benéicipatedunderthe projeciat this stagare

the following:

v v >y D> D> D>

>\

A
A

Employmentand labour Issues

Damages occurrgnduringSite clearanceand construction.

Requests fo information.

Unsatigactory reinstatenre of tempoarily used lad.

Corfusion between legy occu@nts and informabccupants.

Forged documents (idefication, ownership or others);

Disputes betwen heirs or shareholders the disputed ppeety, paticularly whensuch
ocaur after identificdion and bebre payment.

Matters related toenvironmentaland social impactsuch as \ase generation and
dispacsal; Pollution (air, noise water, land);

Community Health and Safety Issuessuch asransnission of infectious and endemic
diseases includin§TD/HIV, Malaria and Tulkrculoss.

Traffic congesion.

SecurityIssues

9.3. Grievance Redres$’rocess
Currently, a Grievance Redress Mechani$nOperational Manal (June 2016has been

released by the Gha EPA. The Manual seeks to ensuran efficient andrans@rent
exeation of the GRM process and was delopedto provide a standdized mode of
addressing grievaes across board. It is therefore planned thatsthategies reenmendedn

the Operationainarual isto be adopted by the \ARin project implenentaton.

The GRM will provide all persons and gups afécted bythe proposedroject avenues
through whehthey canexpress their concerns andea® the eeded correcte actionsm an
appropriate ad timely manner. Recommended gte for grievance dress mechaism
outlinedin the marual are as fdbws:

> > > D

Receave and register grievance
Acknowledge receipt of ggvance

Access and agyn grievance for investigan
Investigate grievance

Select a resolutin option

Formulate and communit@aresponse
Institute repurcesor appeal mehanism
Follow up andclose out

Monitor, report and evaluate the GRM.

Samge formatsfor the Grievance Procedure Form to be utilizgdhe projectto record ad
register complaitsas proided in the GRMOperaional Manual is nowo be adoped for the
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project aml are providegsTable9-1 andTable9-2. It outlines where to go, \wom to talk to
if thered & conplaint, and understal what theprocesswill be for hardling it. VRA will
make public th&sRM thraugh various media in a form andostiance culturallyacceptable to
all project affected persons anther stakeholders. This Winclude publishng it on VRA
website for the irdrmation & all interestel andaffected paries

In addition, for poject afected persons and communities whaymmot have dirécaccess to
the internet or have difficulty undganding the English Langge,VRA will simplify the
conents of the GRM irocally acceted laaguage agred wth the dfected parties. This
will ensurethat approaches, ways and contadbimation both aaproject locations and at
VRA office for seekig redress is clearly spadut. The principbissiesto becovered by the
GRM would be réated nainly to land aquisition and conpensation,constriction ard
operatiorrelated issues.

The GRM will be publicied aspart of theproject information at various meetingsard

explained tarelevant stakehders. All formal grievances wilfeceive a formal witen reply

within seven(7) working days.In all cases VRAwiIll state the date of theeasolution. The
final regponse will provide additional information or, @ppropriate, furthemstructions on
propogd measurs to resolve the issuesVRA will make comerted efforts o resolve
grievarces amicably; yetf a grievance canotby resolved, YRA will seek to involveother
individuals or agencies, as necessary.

A database will bedevelopedof all recorded gievances.In receiving the grieances of
vulnerable affeded pe&sors (e.g. vomen, tlose over 6Q the lliterate, or the physally
challenged)VVRA will pay carefu attention to any special needs, difficultigsconcerns that
they may lave.The grievancerocedurds to beused by anyomwithout any conaa or fear
of retribution.
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Table 9-1: Sample Format of Grievance Register

Ref. | Date of Particulars of Client Paticulars of Grieane
No. | Receip | Name | Address | Phone | Whether Subject of | Office | Brief Date d Acknowledgmeh | Immediate
No. acknowedgemat the Descrigion / Dateof redress action taken
given atthetime of grievance
receipt {fes/No)

Table 9-2: SampleForm for Assessing Grievance

Ref. No | Date & description of | GrievanceProne Area | Root Caise Action Requred to Planred date anduthority Action Taken
Grievance Identified Identified Improve Sytem Responsible for Takg Acion Date
94| Page Jan. 2020
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Chapter 10- MONITORING , REPORTING & EVALUATION

10.1.Monitoring
VRA believesmonitoring of ts environmental and social comménts has the poteal of

strengthening egagementwith its gakeholdes by increaing transpaency andpromoting
trust. It alsoincreases accountabilityf the propct and the crelility of monitoring results.
This proess can encourage local stakehddsithin the proje & éreaof influence o take
greater degre of reponsihlity for their eniwrtonmentand welfare in ration to the project,
and to buid their cgacity to addresssueghat affect them.

Project mortoring will be centredon land acaisition and compesdion issues as wellsa
communty healthand safgt impacts. mpads and rsks reléed to pollution ad waste
management, communityorker relationships, managemeworker relationships,
management ofirains and open trenches that semgebreeding plasefor mosaitoes and
conpliance wth contractor work schedlles ad how they impact on local community
activities will also be monitoredthers will include:

A Monitoring formal and informal consultaticactivities conducted witetakeholers.

A Monitoring the dfectiveness of the gagementprocessesn manadgng impactsand
expectatns by tacking feedbackeceivedfrom engagement activitiesnd recordng
and traking commitrents made to stakeholders; and

A Monitoring any grievances receivadd their resoluin.

Key performance indiators hat will inform the monitoring actiities will include, but not

limited to, the following:

A Community attiudes pereptions andeedback regrding theproject.

A Nature ofissues beingaised,and questionasked about theroject.

A Number of grievancesdenified by locd comnunity and tme tken to esolve
grievances.

A Natureand numler of meetings/consultatiomsld with PAPs and leel of partidpation

by specific stakehokt groups.

Nature of community eng@ment activitiesndfeedbak from activitypartidpants.

Effectiveness ofpublic cansultation and conmunicationactivities.

Positions taken and feedbacghven by local and regna governnent officials and

agencies.

A Nature of feedback from civil sod¢ie NGOs, and adwaag/ grougs abouiproject.

A Type d press, medi repats ard invdvement relaed to poject.

> > >

Since mortioring for environmental and sociakks and mpacts requirsome skil and level

of understandingf the issues to be monitored, VR®&ill provide capaity building for

representives of the stakebldergroupson issuesto be mamitoredand montoring indcators

including visual inspectioraraund the® issues. Visal field guides will be provided to
st&keholder groups involved in monitog to assist in mnitoring and to ensure fai

objective, andranspaent aitcomes ofthe monioring activities.
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VRA expects b receive objective assessmand feedack of its erironmenté and social

mitigation measkes, incorporate the concerns anguts of stakehokts repot back to them
ard build strong lochstakeholde support for its activities on ongoing bass within the life

of project. Jointmonitoring involving all stakeholde groups as indicated abovead be

organized bannually. Howeer, for any issuerequiring immediate attembn swch as

accidens, mgor splls, andcommunityagitatons andunrest wih respetto the practices of
contractars, VRA shall convenean emergeay joint monitoring involvingthe identified

stakeholders to asdain the issuesndprovide a resolution aseedé.

10.2.Stakeholder Tracking and Response
In order tokeep tack of stakholderengagement ith the prgect, all issues and grievarsce

raised by stakeholders will be recorded in a logical and swsiernway Feedback or
obsevations fom stakehdders will be recorded and passeon b the appiopriate \RA

official for the necesay respnse or actionWhere questions are raisadesponsevill be

provided in an appropriate manner. If a comment or faeklbs judged to constitute

grievance it will be handledhtr ough t B é&rierBniceoMedanisnd. Rsults of
stakeholder tradkg will be used in ndewing the SEP and in regorg on theprojectas a
whole.

10.3.Feedback Mechanism
Sound consultation priace requires feedback pras®s to inform all (i.e. project

managers/officerscontractors and consultats) how stakeholders reded to ©nsultation
process and let stakeholdersiokv how thé& input was used. Without a feedback,
stakeholders will assuméat VRA is not listening. Afeedbackmechanismwould thus be
instituted to endk VRA inform paticipant of thedecisions takenral the ationale for hem
and follow up on otheransultationmattersas needed.

To maintain an open commuaion between the stafand management orkey
environmenta) healthand so@l issues the follwingsareto beused:

A Team Bridings

Onsite workgroup metings

Work specific instructions

Meeting with stakeblders

> > > >

10.4.Reporting Stakeholde Engagement Activities
As indicated earlierimplementation ofthis plan will be reviewed annuly (or as may be

necessgy). A st&keholder engagemet report will capure all engagement activities for the
period, and provide aummary of issuesaised by stakeholders, subjects grievances, a
summay of keyactions &ken to adiress concerns includjrtimeliness of rggonsesanaysis

of trends in key performance indiators ad plans for engagement in the next period.
Information from the stakeblder engagment reports will be torporated in the anall
project report tha VRA will prepare. The stakeblder engagement pert includes
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informaion on attendees/consulteedpcationplace, timing, and information exchanged and
the issies discussed foeach consutation or meeting. Didal photographs will & taken
whereappopriate am will be attached tohte written record.

10.5.Reporting to Stakeholders

VRAG s pr i n tve @ eeportirg lboj seakeholders is to inform thaious gioupings as

to how their sggestions have been takenhmyard, what risk ormpact mitigationmeasures

will be put in place t@ddressheir conerns,andhow project impacts ardeing monitoredit

isaso ai med at i mpr ov i opgratidnewahits takeha@aderqgppomoten V R
trust, and strengtheengagement with staholders withinhelife of the Projectln reporing

to stakeholdersn piojectplaming andimplemenation, especiallyvith respect to how issues

of concern to them dve been t&en on board, VRA has consideed the following
internatonally accepted goopractice:

A Deternmine what information needs to beeport&l to which sakehdders, by what
metlod and fequency ofeporing.

A Disclose progress to affected and intekgtgties. In particular, publicizeany material
changes to comnments and/or implenmeation actions tht vary from publicly
discloseddocuments.

A Make moritoring restts publicly availabk, especially repts of any externalmonitors.

A Regularly report o the process of stakeholdeengagement, botto thosestakeholders
who are directly egaged, and to othinteresed parties

A Trandate information repored to stakelldes into bcal lamguages and easily
understadable formats.

Project AanualEnvironmental Rpors are tobe sibmitted to the Ghana EPA and the Energy
Commissim, as requied byregulatorypermits.

10.6.Evaluation & Review
It is reconmended thiathefollowing indicatos shouldbe used for evalation:

A Level of understanding of the project bykstaoldersas determined through random
surveysconducted in the affected communities a biannual basisusing a short
guestionnaire.

A Monthly review of grievances oeived and hw they have been addressed, including
analysis of the time taken to resolve the grievances; number of grievances resolved to
the satisfaction of the original partyateyorisation inthemesof complaints identifing
areasfor improvements. Tlsi will include grievances submitted directly to VRA and
those submitted to contractors; and

A Level of involvement of affected people in committees and joint activities and in the
project, itself.

To meaure these indicatorhe following dataare to baused:
A Issues ad management responses linked to minutaseétings.
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A Feedback from primary stakeholder groups (through interviews with sample of affected

people); and

A Grievance reigte's fromVRA and contactors.

A These evaluath reportswill be presented tthe ProjectTeam, including that the EPC

Contractorpn a quarterly basis.

The SEP will be revieed every year (or as tis#tuation may demand) to evaluate whether
the engagemnt process hasdan, oris likely to be, sucassful and whether engagement
mechansms needo be refined. Measanmert of the success in meetingetlobjectives of the

engagementplan could be challengingince the outcomes are largely intangible e.g.

improved awareness. Asuch,the review process wilbe limited to a qualitative asssnent
aganst the success meassg as showrnn Table10-1.

Table 10-1; Evaluation Criteria

Obtain social license topeate

Limited number ofjyrievances and poisive
perception of project by stakelders

Improve woking relationships

Appropriate and ongoing relationships with
stakeholders devoid of confle

Improvecommuni@tion channel

Stalkeholders satisfied withuality of opendialogue
and nformation slaring

Increase awareness of the pra@ t
activities

Increased stakeholder awareness of project and i
operations

Increase stakeholder particimn
in theproject

Stakeholdergseedba& on project plans anakcivities
to inform decision raking

Institutionalize a formal
stakeholder con#tation process

Relevant processésactivitiesdocumentedand
issued grievances captured
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Chapter 11 STAFFING, RESPONSIBILITIES AND CO NTACT DETAILS

11.1.0rganizational Structure
To ensure the efficacpf environmerial and socialmanagemenof the project,certain

institutional mechanism with wetlefined roles andesponsibilities is essential for effective
implementation of ideified mitigaion measures both during camgction and operation
phases.Environmentalbased organizational structure of VRA for tbenstructional and
operational phases of tipeojecthasbeenoutlined in theFinal EIA Report The chat details

the positon of key pesonnel responsiblefor stakeholderengagemenprocessand play

various ples in theenvironmental and sociahanagemenimplementation Thesepersonnel

are the ManageRrojects Manager, Environmer& SocialImpact; Projet Environmental,

Health & Safety (EHS) Officer; and Project Community LiaisonOfficer (CLO). In the

absere of the jobholder, the relevant manager or subordinate undertakes the assigned duties
or delegates as required.

11.2.Role of Manager,Projects
Manager, Pojech Bunctionswithin the SEP include:

A Overall responsibilityfor handlingthe consutation andinformaion disclosure process
including organisation of the consultation processmmunications with identified
stakeholder groups, collecting and @essingcomments complaints, and responding
to anysuchcommentsand complaints.

A Overseeheinternal grievace mechanism for workeof the EPC Contractoto ensure
it follows the mentioned requirements and is properly implemented.

A Responsiblefor organisatia of all high-level stakeholdeengagemerand liaisingwith
all relevantreguatory bodies

A Oncethe Projectis in construdon, Manager, Pojec wiill also overseeensuring that
anyexternalgrievanceseceived by the contractor are dealt with\iHYA.

A Dependingon the natureof a comment/ complaint,somecommentsor complants will
be providedto the appropriatgersonin the companyfor a response

11.3.Role of Manager, Environment & Social Impact

Manager, Environment & Socidimpactfunctions within theSEP include:
A Provide lead role in collaborating with the EPA, Lands Cassion, Forestry Services

Division.

A Leaddesign,management, implmentation& evaluationefforts for projectsunder the
CommunityDevelopmat Progranme

A Monitor project implementain (assessnms, evaluations, CDPs, etc.) through site
visits, regular metings wih gakeholders; aseededadjustprogramévaluationscopes
to improve performance, establish a timeline fagpamevaluation.

A Trackandupdate the stakeholder data babke,grievane data base, follow ugctions.

A Reviewannual environmentakpats and aher materialsdr community discleure
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11.4.Role of Community Liaison Officer
Within the SEP, the CLO's mafunctions include the following:

A Stakeholder engagement Bteraction wih affected communities

A Outreach and communicatierassistorganizing ard administeringsurveys and studies:
guestionraire, data collection and capture, field work coordination

A Oversee performance @ontractorEHSand the operations &PA Contractor

A Work with Assemblypersonsof Lawra and Kaleoto promote projet-related
information provison, collection ofdata(for exampé, on vulnerable groups or lands);

A Oversee community development programs implemented in communities.

11.5.Role of Project Environment, Health & Safety Officer

TheProjectEHS Officer functionswithin the SE include:

A Undertakedirectliaison activities with communities, traditional authorities godject
affected persons, etc.

A Assist in the education and training of @j staff inenvironmental, social and safety
awareness

A Ensur i n gcappliaocgwétital gelevant environmental, s@l, health and safety
regulations

A Make budgetary provi si on and bocial programmgse c t S
includingthe CDP ations

A Underakemonitoring ativities forthe SEP

A Compile ad update thestskeholderdata base,he grievance data basfllow up

actions
A Prepare topical andnnual environmental reportsich other materials for community
disclosure.
11.6.Contact Details
Any suggestios related tprojecb s acti viti es, m@aksemt®wl! | as gri
Address: Volta River Authority, Electro Volta House, 28th February

Road,Ministries P. O. Box MB77, Accra
Digital Address System GA-1457445

Tel: +233343020620

Fax: +23330-2662610

WhatsApp/SMS: +233501-:62043

Email: dengsd@vra.com/ corpcomm@vra.com
ContactOfficer: Director,EngineeringServiceDept.

Stakeholders aralsoinvited to revew and provide feedbaan this SEP
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Chapter 12- CONCLUSION

Having recoquized tle importance of stakelaers in the successful implementationtioé
35MW Solar Power ProjecVRA has preparechts Stakehaler Engagement PIZ$SEP) ©
guide the compayn on how to onailt and engage with project stakeholders so a®licit
therr feedbak regarding impacts ofhe project on their livelihoods in particular and the
environment as a whole. The pladnstakeholde consultation andcengagemet will be
implemented within he framework of VRAG s pr o Kateo tand &dwrain the
Nadowli-Kaleo and_awra District respeotely of the Upper West Region of Ghana.

VRAGs stakehol der s i nc luwhe wilpe diracty affectdaby the ¢ o mn
proect, traditicmal authorites who have traditional control over the project sitecd
govenment athority, government istitutions in the areas of environmeemergyandforest

resource management. These dtakders havdeen identified bsed on ssus related tohte

pr oj sqd d work, location, the traditional setting detpoject aea, cofributions to

the projet, institutional mandates, ability to slow or halt the project outcomes and previous
conslltations caried out since thénception d the project.The stake othese stakeholders

has beenanalysedand appropri& approach or measues have been proposearf their
engagement.

VRA has and will continue to consult and engage with its stakelsodtlere thenception of

the poject. Consutation was cared ou during the conduct ot h e P rEdA staget 6 s
Consulgtions during the EIA included consultationvith the traditional authorities (chiefs,
landowners, elders, opinion leaders)Kafleo and Lawra, project affected pemns fromthe
project hostcommunities,Nadowli-Kaleo and LawraAssembies as well as instittions such
asthe BPA, Ghana Civil Aviatim Authority, Lands Commissiorand theForest Services
Division. Engagement with variousa&eholderds ongoing as an iportantprojectactivity.

This plan has trefore been developed to guide effective engagewiéh thest&keholders

with the aim of asuring that the project remains in dialogue with all interested parties and
ma i nt &dcialbicemae 6t o oper at ed.

It is the belid of VRA thatthe effectiveimplementation of the plan as an important risk
management ol will engexder mutual trust red confidence with the stakeholders,
particularly the host communities and affected persons; preatigatibn/conflictsrelating to
compensatn andlivelihood issues as well as environmental risks; and imptmwness
image of the canpany in the eyesfdhe stakeholders. FurthermokRA firmly believes that

a peaceful and informed -@xistence of theroject and the comunitiesand PAPs as wk as
other stakehders, will grant it a social license that is w# to the suacesstl
implementation of t& project.
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APPENDIX 1:
PROJECT REGULATORY PERMITS

a. Construction Permiior 13MW Kaleo Solar PoweProject
b. Construction Permiior 4AMW LawraSola Power Project
c. Environmental Rrmitfor 35MW Solar PowerProjecti UpperWest Region



BMW SoldPoweProjectpper West Regidtraljet Sites SakehalerEngagemerian

e =
2 D
y N
7 S
Y poaN®

This is to certify that

VOLTA RIVER AUTHORITY
(EC/GWSL/06-13-010)

Has been granted a

CONSTRUCTION PERMIT

Far its proposed project to set up a 13MWp Solar PV Power Plant at Kaleo
in the Nadowli District of the Upper West Region, subject to the
Conditions in the Schedule*

Permit Number: EC/SOL/CP-12/12-1 ':]'-U_U.g

Permit valid until: 12"" DECEMBER, 2020

Oscar Amo eizer {Ing.)

Executive Secretary

Date: 13" DECEMBER, 2019

*See attached Schedule
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This is to certify that

VOLTA RIVER AUTHORITY
(EC/GWSL/06-13-011)

Has been granted a

CONSTRUCTION PERMIT

For its proposed project to set up a 4MWp Solar PV Power Plant at Lawra
in the Lawra District of the Upper West Region, subject to the
Conditions in the Schedule*®

Permit Number: EC/SOL/CP-13/12-19-010

Permit valid until: ™ DECEMBER, 2020

Executive Secretary

Date: 13™ DECEMBER, 2019

*See attached Schedule
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N

Permit No: CE0030770202
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS, 1999 (LI 1652)

This is to authorize

VOLTA RIVER AUTHORITY

To commence the proposed 35MW solar power project as per the
attached schedule

Located in the Kaleo District and Lawra Municipality of the Upper West
Region

J
. ; o Date Issued: December 18, 2019

Ebenezer Appah-Samg ng Expiry Date: June 17, 2021
Deputy Executive Director/Technical Services
For: Ag. Executive Director

NB: This Permit is only valid with the attached Schedule and the Seal of the Environmental
Protection Agency 2nd conditioned upon obtaining other permits from relevant institutions
among others
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APPENDIX 2: FIGURES

List of Figures

FIGURE 1: KALEO TOWNSHIP IN THENADOWLI-KALEO DISTRICT

FIGURE 2: THREE(3) PV SITES ATKALEO TOWNSHIP IN THENADOWLI-KALEO DISTRICT

FIGURE 3: LOCATION MAP SHOWING RELATION BETWEENKALEO PV PLANTS AND NEIGHBOURING FEATURES
FIGURE4: LAWRA TOWNSHIP IN THELAWRA MUNICIPAL

FIGURES: PV SITE AT LAWRA TOWNSHIP IN THELAWRA DISTRICT

FIGURE 6: LOCATION MAP SHOWING RELATIONBETWEENLAWRA PV PLANT AND NEIGHBOURING FEATURES
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Figurel: Kaleo Towrshipin the NadowliKaleoDistrict
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Proposed 35MW Solar
Power Project: Upper West
Region {KALEO SITES)

Figure2: Three (3) PV sites atddeo Townshipn the NadowhKaleo District
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35MW Solar Power Project: s .
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Figure3: Locaion Mapshowing réation betweerKaleoPV Plantsand neighboting feaures
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Figure4: Lawra Township in the Lawra Municipal
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Proposed 25MW Solar
Power Project: Upper West
Region (LAWRA SITE)
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Figure 5: PV Site at Lawra Township in the Lawra District
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Figure6: Location Map showing relation betweerLawra PV Plant and neigtbouring Features
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Appendix 3: Plates

List of Plates

PLATE 1: TYPICAL VIEW FORKALEO SITE 1

PLATE 2:SITE PANORAMA IN THE CENTRE OF THE TERRAM FACING SOUTH FORKALEO SITE 1 & SITE 2
PLATE 3: 360% PANORAMA AT THE DISTRICT ROAD LOOKING SOUTH ALONG THE MV LINE FORKALEO PV SITE
PLATE 4: PICTURES OFPENTECOSTCHURCH AND KALEO PRIMARY NEAR THE KALEO PV SITE

PLATE 5: PICTURES GF NEIGHBOURING FEATURES OF NEAR HE KALEO PV SITE

PLATE 6: PICTURES OFFULANI HAMLETS AND POLICE STATION NEAR THE KALEO PV SITE

PLATE 7: SITE FOR THELAWRA PV PLANT DURING DRY SEASON

PLATE 8: STATUS OFLAWRA T HAMILE N12 HIGHWAY ROAD, NEAR THELAWRA PV SITE, IN 2011AND 2018
PLATE 9: SITE FOR THELAWRA PV PLANT DURING WET SEASON

PLATE 10: ENGAGEMENT WITH FEMALE FARMERS AT THEKALEO TOWN HALL

PLATE 11:ENGAGEMENT WITH LANDOWNERS ANDFULANI SETTLEMENT

PLATE 12:HON. NGMINNIE NOAH, THE ASSEMBLYMAN OF KALEO EAST, WITNESSING THECONSENT SHEET.
PLATE 13: MEETING WITHNUO-IRE FAMILY , OWNERSOF KULBONUO TREE SHRINE AT LAWRA

PLATE 14:CDM STAKEHOLDER HEARING AT KALEO IN JAN. 2012

PLATE 15:CDM STAKEHOLDER HEARING AT LAWRA IN JAN. 2012

PLATE 16: PRE-CONSTRUCTIONSTAKEHOLDER PUBLIC HEARING AT KALEO IN Nov. 2017

PLATE 17: PRE-CONSTRUCTIONSTAKEHOLDER PUBLIC HEARING AT LAWRA IN NOv. 2017

PLATE 18:MEETING WITH TRADITIONAL AUTHORITIES OFKALEO

PLATE 19: MEETING WITH TRADITIONAL AUTHORITIES ATLAWRA

PLATE 20: MEETING WITH THEUPPERWEST REGIONAL MINISTER

PLATE 21:MEETING WITH DCE OF NADOWLI KALEO AT THE KALEO TOWN HALL

PLATE 22: MEETING WITH STAFF OF THENADOWLI-KALEO DISTRICT ASSEMBLY

PLATE 23: MEETING WITH STAFF OF THELAWRA MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY

PLATE 24: CONSULTATIONS WITH STAKEHOLDERS ON NEIGHBOURING FACILITIES
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Plae 2:Site pancama in the centref the terrain faaig souh for Kaleo Sitel & Site 2

Plate3: 360% Panorama at the district roambking south along the MV line for Kaleo PV Site
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Community Dam near Nu:-i._hway at Kaleo

Fulani Hamlets within Kaleo Site 2

Plae 6: Pictures of FulandHamlds and Polic&tation near th&aleoPV Ste
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Plate 7: Site for the Lawra PV Plant During Dry Seasm

N12 Wa-Hamile Road, Near the Lawra PV site
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Plate 8:
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Plate 13: Meeting with Nuo-Ire family, Owners of Kulbonuo Tree Shine at Lawra
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: P e
. Local stakeholder hearing at
Lawsra
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Plate1l5: CDM StakeholdeHeaing atLawrain Jan.2012
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Platel7: Preconstructon StakeholdePulic Hearing at_awra n Nov. 2017
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Plate 18 Meeting with Tradi tional Authorities of Kaleo

Plate 19: Meeting with Traditional Authorities at Lawra









