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Can Electricity Be Stored?

I

Kwesi Eyeson — VRA Academy, Akuse

saac Newton, the famous scientist, was said to
have discovered the ‘force of gravity’ or the force
of attraction between two bodies by accident
when an apple tragically fell on his head and dazed
him momentarily. But instead of blaming the witches and wizards in his house, as many of us in Ghana
would have done, he rather set himself thinking:
‘Why did the apple fall’? ‘What made it fall’?
He tried to find answers to these questions and
ended up making the discovery which is today applied in science in important areas such as aircraft
manufacturing, space exploration and even sports.
An accident which happened in Accra recently
also set me thinking like Isaac Newton. A young
school girl was electrocuted when she over charged
her ‘power bank’ with electricity. Though sad and
unfortunate because an innocent life was lost, it
rather gave me food for thought: ‘What is a power bank’? ‘How does it work'? ‘Can electricity be
stored’?
Like Isaac Newton, I tried to find answers to
these questions and what I discovered can turn
round the current ill-fortunes of the VRA in no time
if it can be applied.
Explaining the nature of the power bank to me,
Mr. Ivan Eric Amoah, a Technician Engineer with
the Kpong G. S. said: “In today’s world, we use various electrical or electronic devices on day-to-day
basis such as mobile phones and tablets”.
“The problem with these powerful devices is that
they consume a lot of energy and can drain their

own batteries in such a short time. The power bank
is an external battery charger or recharger which
is used to energize these devices back to life and
prolong their usage”.
According to him, power banks come in different
shapes and specifications. When buying a power
bank it is advisable to pick one which has the output voltage and current equal to or higher than the
battery or charger specifications of your electronic
device.
If indeed electricity can be stored, then VRA can
benefit greatly by producing and storing electricity
in power banks so that it can be retailed directly
to consumers without relying on GRIDCO and ECG
to do the transmission and distribution. This would
put more money into VRA’s empty pockets.
I was actually thinking of power banks being
used to power our television sets, fans, air-conditioners, electric irons, radios, cookers, fridges and
sound systems - in fact all our domestic electrical
appliances including the lighting systems. I was
even looking forward to the day when we will be
using ‘scratch cards’ to re-charge our electrical devices.
Unfortunately, as he added, the exciting concept
of storing electricity so as to retail it to consumers
without distribution lines is not going to be possible
now as the power bank itself needs electricity to
re-charge. So then we are back to square one. But I
will continue to dream about it happening one day.

VRA Embarks On Shoreline Weed Clearing Initiatiave
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he Environment and Sustainable Development
Department, VRA, has rolled out a Shoreline
Aquatic Weeds Clearing Initiative as part of efforts to reduce the spread of bilharzia in communities
affected by the disease.
According to a Senior Laboratory Technician, VRA,
Mr. Tee Joseph, the initiative is expected to clear water
contact points and destroy the aquatic plant (ceratophyllum aquatic) which serves as habitat for the bilharzia snail vectors that cause the disease in the human host.
He explained that the parasites complete their life
cycle inside the snails and release the parasites into
the water during certain periods of the day. The para14 | corpcomm@vra.com / www.vra.com

sites enter the human body and cause schistosomiasis, a condition which causes bloody faeces and urine.
Seven communities including Mepe, Battor, Anasoakope, Alorkpem, Morkplipkor, Volokome and Ma-

Senior Laboratory Technician at the VRA’s Bilharzia Control
Unit, Mr. Tee Joseph, presenting the implements to the Chief and
people of Mepe
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Apua Delegates Tour VRA Facilities At Akosombo And Akuse
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he Chief Learning Officer of the VRA Academy,
Mrs Garbrah-Safo, has stated that the Academy
is working hard to improve upon its facilities
in order to position itself as a Centre of Excellence of
choice in the sub region.
Mrs. Efua Garbrah Sarfo made the remark when
she welcomed delegates from the Association of Power Utilities of Africa (APUA) to the premises of the VRA
Academy. The delegates had earlier on participated in
the 50th APUA Meetings held at Movenpick
Making a presentation to the delegates on the
Academy’s operations and courses offered, Mrs. Garbrah Sarfo indicated that the Academy provides training for some industry players within the power sector
in the country and disclosed that the Academy has
plans to extend its services to other industry players
in the sub region.
From the VRA Academy, the delegates visited the
VRA Guest House and Mess Hall as well as the generating facilities at Akosombo and Akuse.
Speaking on behalf of the delegates, a delegate
from Zambia commended managers of the facilities
for the good work they were doing. He mentioned

makope received simple hand held tools (wheelbarrows, wellington boots, rakes and cutlasses) to help
them keep their water bodies clean.
Opinion leaders, assembly men and community
heads who received the implements on behalf of their
communities extend their sincere gratitude to the Volta
River Authority.

Mr. Kwesi Agyemang Prempeh donating the implements to the
people of Mamakope

APUA delegates in a photograph with staff of the VRA academy.

The Chief Learning Officer making a presentation to the delegates

that there were similar Centres of Excellence in Zambia, Senegal, etc. and expressed hope that these Centres would collaborate effectively to ensure the aims
and objectives of APUA were achieved.

The people of Alorkpem receiving their items

The people of Alorkpem using the Implements donated by VRA
to clear their shoreline 2
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